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(Bombardier Unknown, Photo from July 1945 Air Force Magazine , Pg 19)

YOU BET YOUR DROOP SNOOT"!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Cover Story, Begins Pg 4

Chit Chat, Begins Pg 6 Last Salvos, Begins Pg 44
Searching For, Begins Pg40  Reunion Schedule, Pg 46

Were The Wright Brothers First?

Read the special series on Mobile's
John Ellis Fowler, Begins Pg 25




g CROSSHAIRS- September 1993 - Pg 11 '

392nd Bomb Group - the - World’s Combat Aircraft applying an angular value [Fas 3

| behind him flying as an enlisted navigator is some- his being a freed POW until Elmer called her from

FIRST (ONLY ?) ENLISTED NAVIGATOR?

Jim Goar and Birdie Larrick, co-editors of the 399nd  Apparently from his records it was learned that Sgt.
.Bomb Group newsletter entitled Horey had previously been '
NEWS, wrote in their May 1993 “within weeks” of graduat- L
issue of some most interesting in-  ing from the Army Air Force
formation that turned up a rare navigator’s school at
specimen--an enlisted navigator. Hondo, (San Antonio)
1. From a 392nd Bm Gp Texas. Horey says his air
tailgunner, Jack Stewart, it was work was good but some-
learned that The Encyclopedia of thing went wrong with his §

printed, among its many aircraft  to a celestial calculation E
sketches, one of the 392nd’s B-24 #42-109835. during a written examina- _ .

9. In an entirely unrelated disclosure from another tion and pfoof, he was ‘washed out’, reclassified as a
392nd gunner, Jack Bode, the Revel Company, air- gunner, and on his way to join a forming B-24 crew!
craft model makers, used the same number markings  After his fourth mission as a gunner he was given a
on a B-24 model they produced. : navigator check ride. When he attempted to turn in the

3. This stirred research activity on the part of the navigator’s tools and equipment he had checked out for
NEWS staff who learned from the author of the book the ride, he was told ‘to keep it all; that he would from
The Liberators From Wendling that the original B-24 thenonflyasa navigator!’
had been shot out of the skies 11 April 1944 whileon a Not only did the 392nd have an acute shortage of
mission to Bernberg, Germany. navigators but the navigator on his crew had been sent

4 Records indicated this 392nd aircraft was actu- off to Pathfinder crew school and Horey was told that
ally flying the mission as part of the 44th Bomb Group! he was his crew’s ‘replacement navigator’! Also, some-
The Germans reported 9 of the 10 crew parachuted; where along the line he was told that he would be ad-
were captured and interned as POWs; and the co-pilot vanced in rank, most likely to a flying officers’ rank
was killed by enemy 20mm fire. [flight officer or 2nd lieutenant].

5. The bombardier of the crew Sgt. Horey never saw any of the officers of his crew
was listed in the article as 2Lt | after their shootdown. The last time he saw his bom-
Sunny J. Craig but further check- bardier was just before bailout when Lt. Gragg was
ing with the navigator on the mis- screaming for help in getting out of the front turret!
sion revealed that the correct Sgt. Horey opened the turret door for him and followed
name was 2Lt Sunny J. Gragg him in bailout over the nose wheel!
of Midland 43-11 (5 Aug 1943). Horey remained a POW; never heard anything more
[Ed: See ‘Searching For' article in about being advanced in rank; and was never awarded
this edition on page 41]. . a Purple Heart after breaking an ankle when he hit the

6. The navigator manifested  SunnyJ. Gragg ground. His Mother had been given his earned Air
for the mission was Sgt Elmer N. Horey. The story  Medal, (awarded posthumously) and did not learn of

Imer N. Hrey

thing in itself! Buffalo, enroute home! ,
Horey was on his 7th combat mission when his B-24 But, Sgt. Elmer N. Horey can claim the unique

was shot down on 11 April 1944. His first four were distinction of having served in the 8th Air Force as an

flown as right waist gunner and his last three as enlisted navigator! There doesn’t appear to be many

navigator, all as part of the 576th Sqdn, 392nd Bomb who can make that claim....in fact this writer knows
Group flying out of Wendling, England (Station 118). only of one--Sgt Horey!
" How did he become crew navigator?
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FOR INFO ON FROM WHOM AND HOW TO ACQUIRE VITAL RECORDS (Births, deaths, etc)W
send $2.25 to U.S. Government Printing Office, Dept SSMC, Washington, DC 20401 and ask 22

for publication stock number 017-029-01196-4...provides info about individual vital records ,/{./ :
maintained only on file in State or local vital statistics offices. [Ed: For youse guys interested in L

genealogy and tracing bombardier ‘lost souls’]. : g A
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; mixfup had.to'g ;
_quit.as:theitanks:

and- rain showers
* buring , the . bomb

crew members’: of;Lt.%MaJesky s.crewt otk
the 577th were /wound ’
landed - in: Belgwm.w,pa

tory about ‘the! crash

r(Photo courtesy: Rxchard Spades) gt Y

The.entireycrew: valked;aweyu,fromthe failed., e, \wereiheaded, nose. first,into w“r" “It‘? happened onfa’ Saturdayéor Sunday
crash tiwithone! Zofirthemisustaining a . afternoon ; around -3-3.30 p.m.” Me: and my .,

i sprained wankle*{gﬂhe nearbynvillager old: pad Here ‘out poaching rabbits at the *

home ’; At *that* time +if "~ you" ‘caught .. a
rabb‘it‘?’you caught a. dinner -as meat. vas

; And now, ‘as‘the adlo,commentaton’says,
forithe restiofithefstory: m{%z@%

i Denis. Duff1eld%as most Crusaders know,
‘has been a: staunch*Fr'nend of+the"392nd
;fores‘years.f‘ e';and \nfe Hilary«live:at
East- Dereham' and show* v‘ls1tingrYanks
'around ;the oldibase.:' At’ reunions’ they

England g\’ﬂu’,’&;“\f‘.ﬂ" N ‘g?_« rs{, v b
‘"We heard’some cracking and banging and
then®less >that:five minutes later we saw
the flares® and we ran tolwhere they were -
going ‘up’as-weiknew. then that:it was a.
plane ‘down i ¥ ¥y - R T R
»!yhen'we arrwed there we found all the
crew#membersstanding by "the:a/c,:as-*
there :wasino. fire.o I -think - the only
in]ury,uas a'sprained ankle. We spoke to °
rall:the crew .and:were given some of. the '
fgoodies Tthat - they thad nonfurther uae
stfor el BTtk ndok 2 b Yrew s ,\
o At still‘}"have the mechamc s cap
found at . the:wreck,lp® « ira ot iy 00
‘"I‘th'lnk the! ladyiwho brought -the tea
_«-and biscuitsito the crew members was a -
Miss‘‘Mary:Beckett!who ‘lived in a farm

- Two . survivors:. are "Richard Spades,’-
rad1o bra operator—gunner “.;and W Stanley

he Beetley‘ ‘crash: happened pracncetly
in:Denis" backeyard |,;Dems’3uas'only a
boy-at. the time,and*for:all! the years
that he has been: interested in the '392nd R
he’has wanted -to",find ‘outi about the crew
i of #that airplanesiAlL “the'information
crashed at Begt[ey, Robgng H&S not Let he'had was the date’ of .the'crash and the :

i a/c:number . s fe e, S PR A AN “‘1‘ -
"1 do. recaLLi,that ve had Lost fuel. but“ »Shortly after.Christmas of #Last year,
“we . made.; it:, .backs to{\dendhng.h,ln Four i Bob Vickers' continuing research came up
.-landing approach a smaller: plane cut in:¥, with-the crew.loading list of.the a/c. +.‘house"justiopposite the*‘crash‘site. A
front of,. uslandnto.»avert collisjon 5 Two " of the - crew: were members - of “the ~ "the a/cihad- gone a” Little further- it
Blakely nosed upward and recircled the”} 39ZBGHA “and soon’ the‘.whoLe storylwas “would have ended up in her front roon "
,field.. We, didn't,make it as al.t _engines EUERN AR ;

,the - name . of; Rubenstem"ﬁ,m.’ 19454 (See;

time 1n ‘some* fields ‘at the back of ourt: k

rationed “and<scarce - at +that s time:-in ",

gfi owmwords:uwﬁ\ R RAR M-t Bt ne ] ‘
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.USED;BY. REVEL‘?-f*’co

~many ai rcraft‘fdem ctediin’itiwasia 392n

e brought"n to the” attention‘of"the NEWS?;

3

«planes;» had#also‘iusedgthe samexmarkmg ]

{"Three‘Army .planes - made f1rst 'group - crewmen
E .cross-countr fL1ght 1912 - ‘

m o
SAME 576 SQDN {A C'

TherEncycl.oped'Ia;,of%the Uorld's?Comba
‘A rcraft!l by BiLLl” Gunston,vwassproduced
byt Chartwe L L Booksiin n1976.;;Among *the's

B-24 % #42-109835 TR Jack § Steuart,ﬁtm
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ence;uthe NEUS«Learnedqfrom Jack,Bode’v .
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crewwas;of’lcourseashont:a nav~ngaton.,.~1§wxﬁ v
- was.within/two’weeks' of,§f1msh1ng navir- ety 3 s

gatorgschool”when},l,_uaswashed ,out;and 3 ms.? }&3 B,{.,%? " Pmd?ffd . :‘;fm':‘ Odc\lnl?y -
71 washfairtyivel liqualified.aThessquad from: the: ground he’ Germans helped &, e
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A I
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out,of’myﬁ,harness,.abut then,;lg,had.,to b
heygmustd: havembeen sat'of:ledg,mth my 3 sh1nnysup¢,the#,telephone pqLe tao d1sen

ork{becauseﬂpg‘,asxtheinawgatomof ‘the. gagegtheﬁ chpte "M"t" L0 3 '1operator-gunner- on‘the BLakeLy crew in
rerewimonmthreesmissions s thathweqfle vhene,flé, Ythe ?Zéth ‘arriving-at: Uendlmg Dec. &4, - .
* before; beingishotidown i S0’ L was #vlanded fg My . reguLar.parachute.we 1944 (See accompanying ‘story, “Return- !
: : "‘."lng A/C Crash Lands")s$udosi st xni s

servlceaand ,\thewsubst\}ute .tha e
" issued, wasgonlyz ay 20,100 ne,wsou eturned ~ to > the “US “in¥ June 1945

descended urap’ldLy.  About £;the ,only,,good Liberation:from”POW*camp. i =%
’5 * He ‘graduated from"thewmvers*lty of
A

rkansas¥in* 1950, and has: been in the !
Peredit and 'Inaurence business in Balti- ]
more ‘and'Atlanta.- He now owns and manag-
Fes’ h' ‘own real estate bus1ness 1n Btack CRR

"birdjanienlisted'navigatoriy

I¥bai Led *out righti»behmd Lt
qthe bombard wover the¥ nosey :
%withi mys arms: wrappedhroundgaipopped tuﬂs that
#chutesiand hlucklysitsopened qaThe ca/c /. was better‘uthan, nothing' ypss fwd 4*—\:5&

~blew:up rightsattertl exited.3 I broke my " CHARLE§ REPLEY:; "We.were on our, ,seventh
nklefwhen -1{hit;ithe ground! x,tmmegﬂ.;tr st mission.’y.The, ,,enhsted., members .0f 1] the{

% «WALTER HANNA 2811 it Landed 4in te Lephone . crew.spent the rest, of the war, at,Stalag i
wires but my body,\vasaonly a, yard or s0 b, Luft 17.f'w‘r¢{~ Bt ol e b XNRERE BV,
o Alton WilKramer died in"1988.:The NEWS
was unable’ to contact any of .the other

J He%and wife Ina Ruth twe at 6th and
' Elm," Black Rock, AR 72415. They have

four children and 9‘ andchildren.
. * K A X




TopeRa Krwsps - Nev. /143

Crew -
7”’{{/{4’}//’ (’a/(/}./l/"”/‘/

) 27l ) fxn7Er

#'mzﬁ/?@f“ﬁ s, Syt Mo 5004~

Jtok 2 5‘4 Crarq9, 23is 2 L) 169 9079
Lar @7 i f B//VC/(/Z'/?U :?fwi/‘//?,(/ﬂﬂ éﬂ'/ lj ﬁfp/ﬁc/ 'ﬁ(/f/\[,

: fertey ™
¢ 3 lnewcrr 47 Left rhe Grew 10 R/ 9

wre sar-our PIINET L 30 1953

mtd < 11 ,”/
We wa w7/aU /75“4"77 ﬂka%/ Mme. H‘”e\f)

/ﬂmnk you 16& /ooru
of P.ddrze. L:nc/oSPJ is

o RNMCJ Haﬂc*;a"“F 0 copy of Hhe actcle
gL 30 0m  tee 1T SCAN e s es,
%’5 | Gest @eJ?.aJs)
pgefea o @9 ¢ Il ﬁ?o%:;rapunsye

Sep. @3 Y-hes

Hor&e\, , Llmer N -



Ser. Ermee N Horev 15 1IN BeTToM ROW, 4 TH FRom

LEFT



	Review sheet: Sgt Elmer N. Horey, First Enlisted Navigator
	CROSSHAIRS (Sep 1993): Bombardiers in their P-38s? 
	First (Only?) Enlisted Navigator?
	NEWS (May 1993): Returning A/C crash lands near Base. All walk away: crew served tea by Villagers
	B-24#42 - 109835 is shown in Encyclopedia
	Crew - Topeka Kansas - Nov 1943

