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Mrs. Esther McGowin Blake has the distinction of being the "First Woman in the
Air Force'. She emlisted in the first minute of the first hour of the first day

regular Air Force duty was authorized for women on July 8, 1948,

Service in the Nation's Air Forces, however, even then was nothing new for Mrs.
Blake. Her active military career began in 1944 when she, a widow of the late

J. O. Blake, joined her sons in uniform of the Army Air Forces., The occasion
which caused her to close her desk as a civilian employee at Miami Air Depot and
join the Women's Army Corps (WAC) was receipt of notification that her elder of
two sons, Lt. Julius Blake, a B-~17 pilot out of England, had been shot down over
Belgium and was reported missing. Her younger son Lt. Tom Blake, who later
shared a similar experience, was serving in B-25 Medium Bombers in Italy.

At the time Mrs. Blake was quoted in the Miami Herald as saying that her reason
for joining the WAE's was the hope of helping free a soldier from clerical work to
fight, thus speeding the end of the war. '"If I can do this," she said "My efforts

will be worth whild, "

During the months and years that followed, Mrs. Blake saw both of her sons return

from combat with only minor wounds and much decorated.

She saw service not only in many bases throughout the United States but also in

Alaska and the Yukon Territory near the Aleutians,



She separated from service briefly and returned to her civilian job in Miami
in the mid~-40's. She heeded a recall for women in service ax;d returned to an
Army assignment at Ft. McPhearson, Atlanta, Georgia. It was during this

assignment that the Air Force became a separate branch of the service and women

in Air Force were authorized.

She remained active with the Air Force until 1954 when she separated from the

service due to & disability and went to work with the U. S. Civil Service at the

Veterans Regional Headquarters here in Montgomery.

A few years back she fully retired and has lived in the City until a recent illness

required nursing home care for rest and recuperation.

Her elder son Julius and his family live in Tampa, Florida, where is 18 the
Assistant Treasurer and National Sales Manager for the Havea-Tampa Cigar

Corporation.
Her son Tom and his family are Montgomerians. He is the Executive Vice President
of the Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce.



ESTHER M. BLAKE

MIRS. ESTHER MCGOWIN BLAKE HAS THE DISTINCTION OF BEING THE “FIRST WOMAN N THE AIR FORCE”. SHE ENLISTED

[N THE FIRST MINUTE OF THE FIRST HOUR OF THE FIRST DAY REGULAR AIR FORCE DUTY WAS AUTHORIZED FOR WOMEN ON
8 JULY, 1948.

SERVICE IN THE NATION'S ARMED FORCES, HOWEVER, EVEN THEN WAS NOTHING NEW FOR MRS. BLAKE. HER ACTIVE
MILITARY CAREER BEGAN IN 1944 WHEN SHE, A WIDOW OF THE LATE J. 0. BLAKE, JOINED HER SONS IN UNIFORM OF THE
ARMY AIR FORCES. , THE OCCASION WHICH CAUSED HER TO CLOSE HER DESK AS A CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE AT MIAMI AIR DEPOT
AND JOIN THE WOMEN'S ARMY CORPS (WAC) WAS RECEIPT OF NOTIFICATION THAT HER ELDER OF TWO SONS, LT. JULIUS
BLAKE, A B-17 PILOT OUT OF ENGLAND, HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN OVER BELGIUM AND WAS REPORTED MISSING. HER YOUNGER
SON, LT TOM BLAKE, WHO LATER WAS ALSO SHOT DOWN, WAS SERVING IN B-25 MEDIUM BOMBERS IN ITALY. AT THE TIME
MIRS. BLAKE WAS QUOTED IN THE MIAMI_HERALD AS SAYING THAT HER REASON FOR JOINING THE WACs WAS THE HOPE OF
* HELPING FREE A SOLDIER FROM CLERTCAL WORK TO FIGHT, THUS SPEEDING THE END OF THE WAR. “IF 1 CAN DO THIS, "
. SHE SAID, “MY EFFORTS WILL BE WORTH WHILE.”

DURING THE MONTHS AND YEARS THAT FOLLOWED, MRS. BLAKE SAW BOTH OF HER SONS RETURN HOME FROM COMBAT WITH
ONLY MINOR WOUNDS AND MANY DECORATIONS.

SHE SAW SERVICE NOT ONLY IN MANY BASES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES BUT ALSO IN ALASKA AND THE YUKON
TERRITORY NEAR THE ALEUTIANS. SHE SEPARATED FROM SERVICE BRIEFLY AND RETURNED TO HER CIVILIAN JOB IN THE
MID-40s; HOWEVER, SHE HEEDED A RECALL FOR WOMEN IN SERVICE AND RETURNED TO AN ARMY ASSIGNMENT AT FORT
MCPHEARSON, ATLANTA, GEORGIA. IT WAS DURING THIS ASSIGNMENT THAT THE AIR FORCE BECAME A SEPARATE BRANCH OF
THE SERVICE AND WOMEN IN THE AIR FORCE WERE AUTHORIZED. SHE REMAINED ACTIVE WITH THE AIR FORCE UNTIL 1954

WHEN SHE SEPARATED DUE TO DISABILITY AND WENT TO WORK WITH THE CIVIL SERVICE AT THE VETERANS REGIONAL
HEADQUARTERS HERE IN MONTGOMERY.

MRS. ESTHER BLAKE, THE FIRST WOMAN IN THE AIR FORCE, PASSED AWAY 17 OCTOBER, 1979.
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So Mo t‘h er Joms WACs./
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Thp da\' chp qu.. the word A1 Wer thﬁ nhe nmkmg in ac-
tion, Pvt. Esther, Al Blake ¢losed her desk at the Air Service (fom-
mand, Miami, Wi ere she had worked for nearly a jear, and marched
out to enlist in th e Women's Army
The missing he,ro was Lt, Julius ®

0. Rlake, first pilot on a Flving
Fortress fost on the first all-Ameri-
can raid over Gebmemy

ot Rialoe states: thal she s
merely “kecping up  family tradi-
tions.”  She has e ven nephews,
two <ong and one nicce enlisted in
the serviee, Jn addicion to her son,
1 e Dlabea, towe  of iy
nepleswes Jack Bakeos, whe crashed
in Sicily, and Tom Bhake, who was
killedd in a training accident in
Miami, also are casu alties of this
war.

L.t. Thomas 1,. Rlake. her voung-
est son, i gerving as  officer of
bombher groups at an ‘yjyalian bace.
e has earned the Aiy VMedal and
<ivo0ak Leal cluster ¢ during his
career as bombhardier-aavigator,
NEPHEWS ARE FLYLRS

Her five strviving nephews alen
are . the air (ovee, Foypar T, T, R
Carmack., while {iving: fije] on the
Inde-China run over the Rurma
road, was shot down Wi (h hix crew,
all of whom werve resciied 23 davs
Jater in the jungles, Whiapn 1.t. Car-
mack recovered he wace returned
‘m hig run, and again ghot down
with all his erew, lle is: now hos-
pitalized in India,

A nifee of Pyvt. Blake « g a hat-
talion eomimander with  ja Mapine
Corps Women's Reseryve, stationed
af the University of "/‘klahoma at;
Norman,

vt Blake now is (‘r{mplrsnnz her
five weeks' hasic in‘tlxuclion at
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o In Action,

Corps,

IFart Oglethorpe, Ga., after which
she will he ac<signed to one of the
Sty pes of jobs at an Army port,
cAamp or station in this country or
abroad, whiere WACs are supple.
menting the work of the armed
forces, .

She s a gradiate of Southern,
eolicae, Camp Hill, Ala, and of ll\pi
Flortda Bieaness university, lake-
land. Fovr three vears-she acted as
gecretary to the manager of the
IHotel lakeland Terrace at lake-
land.  She also held the post off!
secretary for the War Manpower
Commiseion in Miami.

Asked why she gave up a good
job to enlist in the Wamen's Arnrv ‘
Corps, Pvi. Blake veplied, “I want
ta do what myv <on was irving to

do .. . what he wanls to he doing
now,”
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Vith son Mlssn;;é,l ERL
Woman Joins WACS

LAKELAND, March 29.—(Specinl.)
-Mrs. Esther M. Blake, former Laked
lander who has onhe son missing in
action, another son overseas, and whd
has had two nephews killed in actlon|
has glven, up her job at the trained
' testing section of the Miami al

.depol and enlisted in the alr WACS.
! Her son, Second Lieut. Jullus O
'Blake, Fiying Fortress pllot based in
!Emz]nnd, was reported missing fol4
ilowing an operational missijon on
{March 6. Her other son, ' Lieu

['I‘homns L. Blake, is serving with
momber group in It.aly Both daugh
ters-in-law are doing work connec
with the army air forces.
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Joins Sons
In Uniform

Air WAC Training

Awaits Volunteer

OINING her song in uniform is
g Miee, Esther M. Rlake, 11 S0 EL
Seventh st , whe this weerk wae ac-
cented here for Air WAC training.,

Mother of 1ts. Julits O, Rlake
and Thomas 1, Rlake, hoth over-
cras, Mre. Riake decided to close
her desk In traines tesling section
of Miami Air Drpot for the dura-
tion because “if 1 am freeing a
man {o fight, thue speeding the end
of the war, 1 think my efforts will
he worth it.”

Mrs Blake attended Southern
ecolleee in Camp Hiltl, Ata, and has
two brothers living in that state,
NINE IN SERVICE

Two nephews now are missing |
from communication forwarded tn .
her from Fngland, Mre. Rlake has!
reacon tn helieve that her son, i
Juline, first pilot on a Flving Fort. .
ress with the Eighth Air Foree, !
alsa f< missing.

Two nephews have paid the s
preme price and, from communica- |
tion forwarded to her from Kng-|
tand, Mre, ake hac Yrarned her!

-

son, Jnding, first pilot on a Plving | : f ¥ Qo - i
Forfrese with the Fighth Alr Foree | N Oificial AAFTC 1 Photo
MRS, ESRTHER M. RLAKE CLOSES DESK FOR DURATION

i
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failed to reltiin Lo an operyg.
tional mission March 6. T

Meanw hite, his wife continnes 1o
do hier shavre on the hometront,
working for a bomber range at
Avon Park, '

1.t. Thomas T, Rlake is serving
ac alficer of homhing group< at an
Italian bage, He has earned the Air
Medal and six Oak l.eal Clnsters
ruring his career as a hombardier
navigator, i

Hic wife.alen e engaged In war
wnrk, handling bitte of Iading on
cargn honnd from Mlami Alr Depot |
to Army outpnste,
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FIRST WAF

5-Sgt. Esther Bluke
JOINED WAF IN
INITIAL MINUTE

' §-Sgt. Esther Blake of the 5-4 sec-
tion of the air base group at Green-
ville Air Force Base probably was the
first WAC in the United States Arnny
to be enlisted in the United States
Air Force in the status of a WAF,
[b}lb was_enlisted in the first_minute
.Qf the first hour of the first day regu-
LL Air_Force Duty was au(h(mu,d

_Air_Force s gutho

for women in July.

T Sergeant Blake was swomnta with
‘a group of 11 other women_at Fort
}Mcl’hcrsun, near Atlanta, l_)__llg_ all the
thers remained in the \
She originally enlisted in March,
11944, in Miami in the Air Force,
served one year in the Alaskan di-
-vision and was discharged in Novem-
iber, 1945. She reenlisted in April,
11947, and was assigned to the ground
lforce but seized the first opportunity
fto returm to the Air Force.

Shie has two sons who served in
the Air Force and now are members, |
nf the Air Force Reserve.  First Lt.

i

‘]nhua Blake was g pilot who waa
listed as missing for nine months in
i{Germany and First Lt. Thomas Blake
who flew 50 missions in North Africa
and Italy

o=




STAFF SERGEANT
ESTHER MCGOWIN BLAKE

“THE FIRST WOMAN IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE”
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DEDICATION OF
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE SENIOR NCO ACADEMY
STUDENT DORMITORY
AS
BLAKE HALL
1 OCTOBER 1987




HONOREE

“FIRST WOMAN IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE"

MRS ESTHER MCGOWIN BLAKE
1897 - 1979

Mrs Esther McGowin Blake has the distinction of being the *First
Woman in the United States Air Force."" She enlisted in the first minute
of the first hour of the first day regular Air Force duty was authorized
for women on July 8. 1948.

Service in the Nation’s Air Forces. however, even then was nothing
new for Mrs Blake. Her active military career began in 1944 when she.
a widow of the late J. O. Blake, joined her sons in uniform of the Army
Air Forces. The occasion which caused her to close her desk as a
civilian employee at Miami Air Depot and join the Women’s Army
Corps (WAC) was receipt of notification that her elder of two sons, Lt
Julius Blake, a B-17 pilot out of England, had been shot down over
Belgium and was reported missing. Her younger son. Lt Tom Blake,
was also in combat at the time, flying B-25 Medium Bombers in Italy.
At the time Mrs Blake was quoted in the Miami Herald as saying that
her reason for joining the WAFs was the hope of helping free a soldier

from clerical work to fight, thus speeding the end of the war. “'If I can B

do this,” she said, *‘My efforts will be worthwhile."’

o S

During the months and years that followed, Mrs Blake saw both of her
sons return from combat with only minor wounds and much decorated.

She saw service not only in many bases throughout the United States but
also in Alaska and the Yukon Territory near the Aleutians.

She separated from service briefly and returned to her civilian job in
Miami in the mid-40s. She heeded a recall for women in service and
returned to an Army assignment at Ft. McPhearson, Atlanta, Georgia.
It was during this assignment that the Air Force became a separate
branch of the service and women in Air Force were authorized.

She remained active with the Air Force until 1954 when she separated
from the service due to a disability and went to work with the U. S.
Civil Service at the Verterans Regional Headquarters here in
Montgomery.

Mrs Blake. the first woman in the United States Air Force passed away
17 October 1979. '

Her elder son Julius is now deceased. His family lives in Tampa,
Florida.

Her son Tom and his family are Montgomerians. He is the Executive
Vice President of the Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce.
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PROGRAM

DEDICATION CEREMONY
BLAKE HALL

1 OCTOBER 1987

The Air University Ceremonial Band ... 0945
Dedication Party Arrival ..........oooiii 1000
HOROTS ..ot e Air University Ceremonial Band
National Anthem ...t Air University Ceremonial Band
INVOCAION . .ottt et e ettt Chaplain, Major, Jerold L. Preston
Introduction of GUESES........ooviiiii i CMSgt Jeffrey L. Milligan

Master of Ceremonies

Opening Remarks ... Colonel Mark J. Dierlam
Commander, 3800 Air Base Wing

Commander's Address ...........oocooeiiiii Lieutenant General Truman Spangrud
Commander, Air University

Plaque Unveiling.................o Lieutenant General Truman Spangrud
Mr Tom Blake
Dedication Acceptance Address.............ooooiiiiiiiiiii Mr Tom Blake

Executive Vice President,
Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce

AlrForce Song .......oooiiiiii Air University Ceremonial Band
SOCIAL

Guests are invited to enjoy refreshments and Hor d’oeuvres at the Gunter Air Force
Station NCO Club following the ceremonies.

Finger Sandwiches
Vegetable Tray
Mixed Nuts
Cheeseball and Crackers
Chips and Dip
Deviled Eggs
Franks -n- Basket
Mints
Melon Basket
Chicken Nuggets

Coffee
Punch
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P. 0. BOX 79
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36101

April 22, 1970

Mrs. Taylor Morrow
Montgomery Baptist Hospital
Montgomery, Alabama

ust a ate. . . Mrs. Morrow,

to say I hope that the enclosed information and the picture you

requested will be helpful. The picture was made during an interview a few years back

by a Maxwell AFB WAF when they were preparing an article for the Air Force Times

publication. The article definitely established her as being "The First Woman in

Air Force'.

Sincerely,
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ESTHER M, BLAKE
(ROW 11, SECOND FROM LEFT)
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