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LCorporal Frank Scott: First Enlisted Aerial Fatality.

Corporal Frank 5. Scott, the first enlisted man to lose his life in an
air accident, was killed at College Park, Md., Sept 28, 1912, while flying as
a passenger with Znd Lt. Lewis G. Rockwell, who was engaged in a course of
tests for Military Aviator ratings.

Corporal Scott was born in Braddock, FPa., part of suburban Fittsburgh,
on Dec 2, 188%. Little is known of his early lifte except that he became
orphaned in 1889 after losing his parents in the great Johnstown flood that
year, and that an aunt reared him.

In 1908, at the age of 24, he enlisted in the Field Artillery.
Discharged in 1911 with character "excellent," he reenlisted the same year
and was subseguently assigned to the Signal Corps.

Corporal Scott had talent for things mechanical. He rose +from the task
of releasing ballons to become chief mechanic of one of the Wright Type—B
biplanes which the Army had purchased.

Scott's ill—-fated flight started out in routine fashion on Sept 28,
1212, Lieutenant Rockwell, the pilot, and Corporal Scott took off in the
open biplane: and, after reaching an altitude of 150 feet, levelled off and
soared for about 10 minutes. Coming in for a landing, the frail craft
developed trouble and nosed downward. For tragic seconds, its 20-horsepower,
4—-cylinder engine popped at full power. But the biplane continued its long
dive, hurtling to earth with a crushing impact.

Nothing was left but a heap of splintered wood and torn canvas.
Corporal Scott was dead when the running soldiers reached the scene of the
crash. Lieutenant Rockwell was rushed to Washington’'s Walter Reed Hospital,
but died on the operating table. More than 300 people had witnessed the
crash.

In 19217, following the procedure of naming military aviation fields
after American airmen who had lost their lives during the "experimental’ era,
today’'s Scott Air Force Rase, Illinois, located near 5t. Louis, Mo., was
officially designated "Scott Field.”

Corporal Scott is buried at Arlington National Cemetery, VA gravesite
Mo. 53313,
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College Park Tragedy Is UneXP laihed‘

Officers Unable to Account for Fall
of “0ld War Horse,” Veteran

¥ Aeroplane of More Than

. Thousand Flights.

Lieut. L. C. Rockwell, of the Tenth
United States Infantry, detailed at the
Army Aviation School at College Park,
Md., and Corpora! Frank 8. Scott, Signal
Corps, met death on the aviation field
yesterday afternoon at 4:40 o'clock, when
the machine in which they were flying
at a height of about seventy-five feet,
collapsed and fell like a plummet to the
earth.

Corporal Scott was Instantly killed.
Lieut. Rockwell was taken to the Walter
Reed Hospitil at Takoma Park, where
he died shortly afterward.

The aecroplane in which the aviators
were flving at the time of the accident
was afifectionately dubbed "Old War
Horse,’ Dy the tliers. It was one of the
first machines purchased by the govern-
mert and had successfully made more
then 1,000 flishts. It was officially desig-

ted as No. 4, and was used Friday
Ww¥ening in making the exhibition flight
‘over the Speedway.

Scott Instantly Killed.

The muchine crashed to the ground a
mass of worthless splinters and torn
jcanvas.

‘Lieut. Rockwell and Corp.

lifted from the wreckage. When the]
army officers, who had Wwitnessed Tne)
flight reached the scene of  disaster
Lieut. Rockwell was found in a dying

eondition and Corp. Scott dead. He was
crushed almost beyond recognition.

Dr. John F. XKelley, the army rprhysi-
cian stafioned at the schoul, made a
\1asty examination, and found that Lieut,
Rockwell was still alive. He was placed
in an automobile bclonging to Edward
Bougie, of 2109 I'irst Street Northwest,
and hurried to the Walter Reed Hospital,
where he was placed upon the operating
table. An examinatitn showed that both
ot Lieut. Rockwell's l-gs had heen brok-
en In several places, his skull wag
crughed, and he was suffering from con-
cussion '0of ihe brain. An operatlon was
ordered, but everything known to mod-
jern mclence failed to save his life. e
‘died at 7:15 o'clock. .

Lieut. Rockwell just prior to starting
on'ithe ‘flight which fate decreed should
be hig last, remarked to Capt. De For-
rest| Chandler, commandant of the army
aviation school, “Captain, I intend to try
the air out, and if conditions are favor-
able, T would like to complete my test

The limp and bleeding forms of ¢ ) .
Scott were! required in the test he hope
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FATALITIES OF THE
U. 8. ARMY FLIERS

Lieut., Marry Selfridge, killed
in test flight with Orville Wright,
at Fort Myer, Va., June, 1808,

Lieut. John Kelley, killed dur-
ing army maneuvers, San An-
tonio, Tex., March, 1911.

Lieut, Leighton W, Hazelhurst,
killed in test flight at College
Park, Md., June 12, 1912,

Lieut. L. C. Rockwell, killed in
flight College Park, September

28, 1912.

Corp. Frank 8. Scott, killed in
flizht College Park, September
28, 1912,

Corp. Scott is the first enlisted i
man of the army to be killed.

The {ll-fated machine was
nicknamed “Old War Horse.” It
made more than 1,000 flights and
was the first’ Wright machine
purchased by the government, It
was entirely rebuilt three times
and was the same machine Lieut,
Kelley met his death in.

- ™

Makes Long Glide.

It was with this purpose in mind that
Lieut. Rockwell made the flight. In or-
der to thoroughly test the machine and
rir currents he carried a passenger, as Is
to pass.
chief mechanic of the ill-
foted machine, was standing near, and
I.ieut. Rockwell wmotioned for
¢limb in the machine.

Rising in the air they waved their hands
1o the people below in response to thelr
cheers,
eral times and after being in the air
about eight minutes, Lieut. Rockwell,

Corp. Scott,

throttled his engine to quarter speed and
made a long, gradual glide downward, as
i if to make a landing. As they descend-
. €G, the
perfectly, When about seventy-five feet
frem the ground, Lieut. Rockwell opened
hic engine wide as if he intended to rise
in the alr again. For some unacountable
rezson the machine, Instead of pointing
upward, made a headlong dash to the
ground. It crashed to the earth at a
speed estimated by Capt. Chandler to
te about forty-five miles an hour.
Board to Probe Deaths.

Immediately following the departure
of the bodies tb the hospital Capt.
Chandler telephoned a brief account of
the accident to the War Department and
appointed Capt. F. B. Hennessy, Lieut.

for my army aviator's Hcense.”’

Harry Graham, and Lieut. Thomas De
Witt Milling as a board to make a care-
ful investigation of the wrecked aero-
plane for the purpose of determining if
i possible the cause of the accident. Capt.
Chandler® said last night it was .exceed-
ingly idoubtful if!the cause of ‘t‘h_'ewac-

i e st

Cireling the aviation ftield sev-!

‘cinnati, Ohio, November 23,

i Military Academy at West Point in 1902,

i cautions.

tdeath
him to;

when at a height of about 500 feet,’

R
machine seemed to he working:

"biplane coilupsed and

Officer Fourth to Lose Life in
Aviation, and Scott the First
Enlisted Man Counted

Among Dead. N

cldent would ever be learned, for the
machine was litcrally demolished., A
guard has been stationed over the pile
of debris. so it will not be disturbed.
Last night a glimmering light marked
the spot where the two aviators had
lost their lives. It was the lantern of
the solitary guard.

Lieut. Rockwell was twenty-eight years
old and unmarried. He was born in Cin-
1834, He was
appointed o cadet at the United Stutes

He was graduated in the class of 1906,
He was appointed a second lMeutenant
June 14, 1907, and assigned to the Third
Infantry. Later he was transferred to
the Tenth Infantry, and on June 22 he
was assigned to the aviation corps. Al-
though a member of the aviation school a
trifle over three months, Lieut. Rockwell
was regarded as one of the most skillful
of the army aviators. He was always
He was awarded his pilot's
license August 18, 1912, and only had one
more requirement to fill to gain his army
eviation llcense.

The machine in which Lieut. Rockwell
and Scott were flying was an old Wright
Type B machine, *vhich had been rebuilt
three times. This is the same machine
in which Lieut. John Kelley met his
in San Antonio, Tex., in March,
1911. Tne machine, because of its long
service, bad been nicknamed ““Old War
Horse.” .
Fifth Victim In Army.

The death of Lieut. Rockwell yesterday
afternoon makes the fifth fatal acci-
dent in the history of army aviation in
the United States. The first army of-
ficer to sacrifice his life in the advance-
ment of army aviation was Lieut. Sel-
fridge, who was Kkilled in September,
1608, at Fort Myer, Va., when a Wright,
plunged to the

yground.

The second officer to sacrifice his life
on the altar of advancement of army
aviation was Lieut. John Kelley, who
was Killed at San Antonio.
! The third officer to meet his dgath was|
Licut. Leighton W. Hazlehurst, who
was killed on June 12, 1912, at the army
aviation field, College Park, when a
Wright macline collupsed. !
Carporal Frank 8. Scott ig the first’
enlisted man of the United States Army
to sacritice his life. Others have been
injured, but none have been killed or
died of the results of injuries.

(Continued on next page’
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‘Extracted from Washington Herald, September 29, 1912
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“OLD WAR HORSE" IN LAST FLIGHT,,

" Rockwell starting on tragic journey with Corp. Scott seated
beside him.

Capt. Chandler last night, in discussing
the accident, said: .

"“There i3 not much that I ‘can tell you
about the accident, it all happened so-
quickly., Rockwell had been up in the
alr about eight minutes, The machine
seened ta be working perfectly. Ie had
never reuched an altitude of over 500
feet. T was watching him closely. When
about 300 fret in the aip he throttled his
engine to quarter speed and began de-
iscending ut a gradual angle. I was ex-
pecting him to shut his engine off and
make a landing. Suddenly he threw his
engine wide open. I thought he intended
to rise in the air again, and turned my
head awyuy. Although I don’t know what
Lis intentions were 1 am sure he in-
tended to rise again.  For somje nNac-
countuabile reason the machine mMunged
downw.ad, T cannot wdvianee any theory
as to the cause of the necident, as the
maciiine hould,  under  the cume-
stances, ve visen In the air. The tail .
tiew up, and it struck the ground almost |
on its nose. RBoth nen Were thrown out !
and bhuried urder the debria, !

“Scott was one of the finest troopers
in the army. ILdleut. Rockwell, although
he reported late in July, wus an apt
pupil and quickly attracted attention
by the ease with which he handied ma- |
chines, ;

Made Fxhibition Flight. I

“The accident resulting in the death |
of the two men is such a shock to me;
that I am really at g4 loss to speak of
ft. It is Zredtly to be regretteq and all
officers connected with the school are
overcome with sorrow.

I “I do not believe any one fs to blame
lana think that the cause of the acei-
dent will never be determ¥ined. Tinfor-
itunately it is a heavy toll to pay for the
‘development of a new science.”

. Lieut. Rockwell Friday made an ex-
tended flight over the city of Washing-
ton for the benefit of the hundreds of
foreign delégates to the Fifteenth In-
ternational Congress of Hygiene and
IDemography. He circled about over
the meeting place of the Congress for a
quarter of an hour, and then flew backt
to College Park, whence he had come., i

High Tribute to Rocliwell.

Col. George P. Scriven, acting chier
i signal officer of the army, in speaking of
the accident last night. paid a hign .
tribute to Lieut, Rockwell as one of the !
brightest and ablest of the young ofﬂcex‘sj
composing the military aviation corps. )

“Tha accident,” said Col. Seriven, twas |
one of those most regrettable things that

iappen in  aviation. Not only has thae
army lost one of its most promising
young officers, but it has suffered an al-
most irreparable loss.”

Lieut. Thomas De Witt  Milling, =2
| brother officer of the aviation school,
feels particularly disheartened by the
hnss of Lieut. Rockwell. Lieut. Milling
yacted as Lieut. Rockwell's instructor at
{the school. In speaking of the accident,
Lieut. Miliing satd:

“I am sure that the accident was not
the fault of Ileut. Rockwell, for he was
one of the most cautious and skillful
operators stationed at College Park. He
thoroughly demonstrated this ¥riday in
his flight over the clity. The shock has
been a terrible one to me. I have lost one
of my closest friends, and the aviation
#chool has lost one of its most promiging
officers. I cannot talk about it = . |
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AVIATION  GROUNDS

Funeral = Arrangements for
. Lieut. Rockwell and Corp.
" Scott Not Completed.

Capt. Charles DeForest Chandler, com-
manding otlicer of the Signal Corps Avi-
ation School at College Park, Md., an-
nounced  today the work of the army
fHers voulkl not be stopped hy the
tragic «eaths yesterday of Lieut. Louis
C. Rockweil and Corp. Frank 8. Scott,
who were killel when a Wrizht bLi-
plane in which the two men were fviny
plowed headfirst into the ground abonut
4:30 o’clock.

“It is sad. of course, to lose our men.
But the work will ot stop. It hasg he-
, gun and although it is a blow to have
such aceidents occur, we cannot quit.”

An investigation into the cause of the
accident which resulted in the death of
the two men will possibly be concluded
tomorrow.

Hundreds Saw Accident.
More than 3% npersons watched in
horror when the hiplane crashed into
the earth.
Lieutenant Rockwell. early in the aft-
ernoon, had made a flight by himagelf.
The biplane hehaved perfectly. Then he
decided to carry a passenger. Corperal
Scott, an expert mechanic and the man
in charge of the hangar in which Lieu-
tenant Rockwell kept his machine,
wanted to make the trip,
Together the two men climbed into the
machine. Corporal Scott occupied the
right-hand seat, and Lieutenant Rock-
well the left.
{ They ascended about 500 feet, and then

flew about the field for ten minutes.
! Lieutenant Rockwell then volplaned to
{ within 100 feet of the earth, and con-
| tinued to fly about the field. After
| about five minutes of flying at this alti-
| tude he headed the biplane’s nose down-
" ward,

Since learninz to fly, it was one of
Lieutenant Rockwell's “stunts™ to come
ito the earth with motor cut almost en-
tirely off, and when within a few feet
from the ground, put on full, gkip grace-
fully away, and go up again. It is
believed it was while doing this *“'stunt’’
that the machine, instead of rising,
smasghed nose downward into the

ground, :
Hit at Full Speed.- |

Another theory advanced in con-|
sidered plaustble by many who wit-
the accident, was that Lieuten-
ockwell, when but thirty feet from .
ound, reached up to cut offthe:
o that he could land and that:
ot b engine refused tp

other Injuries’ suf-
ficlent to cause his death, -

Lieutenant Rockwell . wés' picked up
unconscious, placed in'a large touring
car offered by one of the apectators,
and a quick run made to the Walter
Reed Hospital, in Georgia avenue, this
teity. The run was made in seventeen
'minutes. The {njured officer was placed
on the operating table, but died at 7:05
o’clock without gaining consclousness.
It was fcund that he had both legs
broken in two places, the left arm

broken, and received a concussion of
the brain.

I When the biplane hit the earth brother
aviators standing less than 200 feet away
and many enlisted men rushed upon the
field _The men tore at the debris of the
machine, and in a minute had pulled
their bodies out. As Corporal Scott was
tdead, a stretcher that had been rushed
ron the field was used to carry Lieuten-~
ant Rockwell to the big automobile used
in the race with death to the hospital.

Tributes to Dead.

Tributes to the memory of both men
were piaid today by the offiedrs and
enlisted men, i

The aviators one and all expressed
their sentiments that Iijeutenant Rock-
well was a “prince among princes.”

“He was alwavs Jjolly, Jovable and
kind, and it was a pleasure to know
him,” sald Lieut, Harry Graham, offl-
cer of the day at College Park, today.
The officers will contribute a hand-
some floral tribute, ’

The enlisted men at the school are
mourning the death of Corporal Scott.
Sergeant A. C. McCrea, speaking of
Scott sald:

“Scott was a gentleman. I remember
two years ago while protecting a lady
on one of the street éars of the city
from the {nsuliing remarks of a colored
man, he was badly stabbed. He was
’gartlcularly upright, honest and square,

he men moest sincerely regret his joss.”

A floral tribute will be given by Cor-
poral Scott's comrades.

Lieutenant Rockwell’s Career,

Lleutenant Rockwell was twenty-eight
years old, the son of the late Col.
Charles Rockwell, of the Fifth Cavalry.
He was detailed to aviation duty last
May from the Tenth Intantry, and had
been in the school vut a few weeks until
he began taking lessons. He learned to
fly in the rgmarkably short time of ten
days after Ne took his first lesson, and
quickly developed into one of the best
aviators In the service.

‘Within the past two months he had,
made some splendid flights, including
a8 cross-country trip to Laurel, Md., and
return. It was only Friday afternoon
that he' thrilled 5,000 delegates to the
Internationa]l Congress of IHyvgiene and
Demography with his flight around
the Washington Monument and over
Potomac Park.
lege Park, maintaining an altlitude of
2,600+ feet, and .at times cutting some
wonderful figures in the air,

Besldes being a good aviator In the
technical .sense of the word, Lieutenant
Rockwell was a student of the atmos-
rheriecal condluons.;
ered an authority on' ‘‘air pockets” and

to . gt .College Park, knew

wﬁaggo he would:

v Wi
off smooth-:

e flew over from Col- !

He was consid-’

1

g A
i Blice  th 3

: pecame inter uritye
‘ago this month, 'toul oftigers havy'y

4n the employ of the

s men.

Extracted from the Washington Times, September 29, 1912.
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ted i
up thelr lives ‘In. the advancem
the sclence, 1 . B SN
The first :officer ; killed was  Liebt..
Thomag E. Seifridge, who met death,
at Fort Myer, four years ago.. The,
second officer to be killed in a heaviers
than-air machine was Lieut. B. M.
Kelly, who met death at San Antonio,l
Tex., May 10, 1911. A
On the afternoon on June 11 at Col-
lege Park Lileut. Leighton W. Hasxle-
hurst, jr, was killed in a fall In a
Wright biplane, along with A. (“Al")
1.. Welsh, of this citywprotessiona\ filer
right brotheras.
Iieytenant Rockwell ‘makes the fourth
otficer. Corporal Scott’s death makes
the toll pald by the United States army
in the advancement of the science at
five. Ie was the first enlisted man to
meet death in any of the army ma-
chines.
With the double tragedy at College
Park yesterday afternoon, the total of

aviation victims reaches 183, The
French army leads, with more than
fifty, with <Germany second, Englund

third, and this country fourth.

Of the victims, two were Wagshington
“Al” Welsh, killed at  College
Park, June 1!, lived in Southwest Wash-
ington, and Paul Peck, who was killed
at C‘hicago two weeks ago, was also a
resident of the District,

Funeral Plans Inomplete.

The funeral arrangements for Lieu-
tenant Rockwell and Corporal Scott will
not be known until some time late this
afternoon or tomorrow. Ileutenant
Rockwell's mother and two sisters, of
Cincinnati, but now on a visit to Cas-
cade, N. Y., were notified, but as vet it
is not known whether thev will come
to Washington to take charge of the

funeral. Until they are heard from the
plans, for the interment will not be
made.

The body may be laid to rest in Ar-
lington, near the grave of Lieut. Leigh-
ton W. Haziehursgt, jr., who met death
in June, or his familv may insist that
ft he taken to his old home.

Corporal Scott formerly lived In
Ridgeway, Pa., wher: he has a sister,
She was notified of his death, but up’
until this afternoon she had not defi-’
nitely decided where the burial will be.
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Aviators Killed and Wreck of Wright Biplane Which Crashed to Earth=

LIEUT, LOUIS C. ROCKWELL. . Showing How Airship Crumpled When It Struck the Ground. FRANK S. SCOTT. Js
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Wright Biplane After Victims Had Been Removed.

Articlie follows.




od the fatal plunge. T held a long
conferance and made .. st inspection

missioned officer off the United Statesl
army to meet deatlf in an army aero-
plane, the total dea% rate so far being)

the machine as I|watched Lieut, It
w?lrl.,}‘ Et wasg terrible. : i
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surface of the-ground, i It 18 oneof thei 7 [
. @rettlest Taovements which can be made

witr an aero, and Lieut. Rockwell was

an expert in its execution. . w
+  <When he started to turn his planeg for
the ascent yesterday, however, ‘it 1s gen-
erally believed that the wire broke or
the elevators jammed. and the g_pddgc}
: epeed of the motar tiirewy the machine
i neadlong into tho carth. Yarying .other
reasons were given by the officers wWho
witnessed the accident.

Capt. Hennessy Escapes Fall. -

One of the sad featiires of the tatality
is that Corpl. Scott probably owes his
11 death jto &< careless” temhark; made” by
" Leeutss Raejwell, -who was anxious  to
I, seake-4 Suctessfiil filght in- his test for
& mititary davigtor’s  license. The same

‘remark Which brought death .to Corpl.
¢ Heott -probably saved the Hre of Capt.
« ‘I*‘rcdq}ﬂ_‘ckj Hennessy, one of Licut. Rock-

well's brother officers, who has thrice

_ parrowly missed flving in aeros which
v have' plunged “to the ground. When
r Roekwell was about to start aloft £apt.
o . ‘Hennessy gpproached him, and reqiiest-1.
:1} ed that ‘he be taken along as pasgenger.
f 1deut. Rockwell replied: ‘“No, you're:to0
1. - heavy.’ .And Corpli Scott was selected
j¢ to accompany the lleutenant on v.t‘h,e‘_gr_ip‘.

2 Board Is. to Investigate: -

14 Immedlately following the- accident,
I Capt. Chandler, commanding  officer of
h the school, convened a bo:mﬁ" officars

to-maks an investigation into the cause
w. of the, accldent. The board consists of
a1 Capt. Fredecrick B. llennessy,. in..charge
of tne Hydroplanc gohool; Lieut. Farry
_ Grahem, who was ofiicer -of- the dey at’

3

]

: ) Cﬂl@‘ﬂr& and Licut. Thomas Milling,
<

1

). . -

Py Srrel

who tived ‘with the dead aviator at 1305
2 strpet. northwest. S Newrly - every offi-
oer of;the avintion =chool had banded |
“ogetiie 48 fease the N street house:’
CLAg S JbRwell was fegarded a® a most’
eareful avibtor, but Had had sevesal veryd.
naruw %ug;*s trom death. due to bad
Joek;: .on ‘epare two weeks ago, while
aking ‘his Hrst night in-a hydroaero-
flane at the Iiydroacroplane school, 'War
College Point, Washington Barracks,”he
was Qlunggq‘mto_,the water, and narrowly | -
escapsd bélng thrown into a stodh wall,
when a launch darted across t8e path

of “water, T Which %ie was prepfing to : AN : ' :
land. . .. L R PR Top—Capt. Hennessy, who escaped fall whem Lieut Rockwell refused td také him uj
ssiine In Provious Acciadit, | Se e el Poy o pofemThm R T s i

- {He was fiying In the :shmé,mb;chi};é'ihf - - SRR i
which he met hig déath yesterday at the| striet. One of the gg"g;ce'gi and’ hardest|leved Lieut. Rockwell to be making an
~an alti-]attempt to allght, and for some reason

tfme,. and. in; attempting to- avold :the | of the tests’ is.the :dedpent hiym
1qunch and prevent a more fatal accident tude of 500 feet.and. the.lani L | falled to stop his moton He admitted,
olfit, & ] t| however, that the officers of the board

4
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he struck thp water from & Very poor 150 feet of o given b g | ;

angle, smashing anewof the wings and rip- practice for this eveny that i ‘Rock-]who would submit thelr report today were

B omen omg of the pontoons. He. sian well so faithfully practiced the more capable and experienced to pass
=0 O . ! itg,t in on¥ of Wh CRST IR judgment pn the accident than he. He

was reticent to speak in regard to the
Qh:use of .the fatality, but finally declared
i ll)lelimed Lieut. Rockwell intended to

it the ground harder than he

p'gacu'é( from the water at that time by
Capt. Héhnessy, in the launch Gray . Bat. |.
ﬁgie aer wag tuken to College Park #ind

a to, bases sataf i bodl, Jand) Wan, atuierg winiagl e

of those "things tha happen
sp-ined,” ColiBctivan

e
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; Mot | di emcm Hd ‘was
‘sieArly B yeats' © r n&wmt the
;tmm Btates' lmmbv ¥ An 1903,
;sra,duatea Bnd  peset his commis-
" Motitenant in 1907. He
‘wwas a.ssign to ihe Mhird Infantry. and
afterward was transferred to the Tenth
intantry, Mm:!ﬁch hao. volunteered his
nrglqu &8 1 aviator™ In T tho  Av{ation
corps.

Corpl. Beott was attached to the signai
corps of the army.

First Flew in Death Aero.

Tideut. Rockwell was ordered to 'L'hc!
Walter Reed Hospital in April of the
present year for treatment of his foof,
and it was while there ho first evinced ;e
desire to Jein the aviation sdqnadreon of
the army signal corpg,. -After he had sui-
ficiently recovered fromy his treatment o
be able to move around he freguentiw
Journeyed to College Park to witness the
flizlits there, and expressed the greateut
desire to make a flight. Finally he wos
tuken for his first trip In the alr by
Teut. Arnold, with whoem he lived up to
his death at the N street house.

Tt iz curious to note thal the machine in
whichh he made s first flight Tast Moy
wuag the same in which he met his death
and wasg the one in which he mado thie
most of his flighte.  After his flight wlth |
Tdeut, Arnold, Liemtt., Reckwell extendod
every effort to secure hin detudl to tha
avigrion sguadron, with the result that e
wag ordered to Colicge Yurk on July 7

Yast.
Made Rapid Progress.

His progress as an aviator wag perhaps
the most rapid of any of the oifticers of
Lia sigial corps, and within 4 month he
was i pousession of his coveted civillan
pilot's license, T{e wuas particutarly anx-
long to secure hig license as a military
aviator, the requirements of the War De-

1,

l-after the reportf- ot
hay been submittad.

partment for this leense heing very,

nnn i3 ulgeit nifl

a weék unoz’t ¢ funeral df. flaat" Rock-
well. The matter rests with Col. Scriven.
. Officers of the army were reticent in dis-

musmg the fatal acclident last night until

the board of officers
Privately, among
themselves, the fall ,was blamed to a
jammed or caught guide or control wire,
they refusing to belleve that any careless-

ness on the part of Lieut. Rockwell could !

have brought on the accident, as ho was
the most careful aviator at the school,

View of Capt. Chandler.

Capt, Charles de Forrest Chandler, in

charge of the school, §n discussing the
plunes last
impossible to give any one reason for the
fatalities whieh have urcuv‘red in army
aeronauties,

“A board was recently appointed by the
French war department, conslsting of of-
ficess of the French army, to make on
investigation into aceldents similar to the
one of yesterday,” Capt. Chandler sai.
“Th= report of the board, which was suh-

"

night, declared that it was;

i

!

r case of death during a fight.

hted -the ofMcers of the Unm
ﬁtates army, although abroad they were!
glven increased rank, and their pay was!
increased by amounts of from 13 to 800
ber cent. It wab also polnted out rhat.in:
under th‘M
present pension systern:, an officer killed!
in line of duty would leave to hia wife;
but a bare pittance for her support as
pension. Tha wife of a lleutenant would
receive about $24 a month, while each
child of an aviator wnuld reeafve hut $2
Per month,  As a result of the agitation
staried then it is expeeted thet the next|
sesslon of Congress wlli at least double
the pay of the officers of the aviation
setiool i they do not inerease thelr rank,
Had Mrs. Little, Lleut, Rockweil's mathe §

er, heon dapendent on her son for her 1
Hvelibhood, she would huve recelved but |
$24 for her sunport. !

While Ldeut,
wera Lining
ofticers
W
hyds

Roekwell and Corpl. Scott |
plinged to thelr death, the
uf the Hydroaeropl.ae School at
College Polnt were fiving the two |
,wm;-] Anca now statiaaed there.

mitted not so very long ago, reported that
there
accidents, but that {L was hard to deter-
mine which cause resulted in each acci-
dent.

was a varlety of causes for these s

I

“Among the varlous causes given, It was |

shown that very few accidents were dus
to faulty construction of the machines or
motors, but the majority of them came
from careless management, sudden gusts
of wind, and crrors in the judgment of
the control. Banking too steep has also
resulted in many accldents.”

Col. Scriven Differs.

Col. Goorge I, Scriven differed with the
majority of the officers In that he be-

A

Vizitantof en

e

Arex "‘invited to Visit
our establishment,
which is one of the
recognized places of
interest in the Na-
tional Capital.

A half hour can be
1)]eascmtly spent in
viewing the magnifi-
cent d.splay of Rare
Jewels, Silver,and Cut
Glass.

Inspection implies
no obligation to pur-
chase.

VlSltOI‘S to Washmgton

Galt & Wro.

; “Established Over a @entucy | ;
3¢well¢ts. Silvetsmttb:. Stattcmu :

W ashingtono

Estas  kore invitataj
viziti nian butikon,
kiw estas unw el la plej
estimataj lokof de
granda intereso en la

Nacia Cefurbo.

Duon horon de

It s cuvious to note that at aboeut the §
e time that Liew: Rackwell was |
doshed to his death Liewt, Geiger had
# harrow cxegpe from deoth in an acci-
st samewhat stmillae to that which
proved fatal at College Trark.

1o had made a suceessful start, and

granda plezuro oni

“povas pasigi rigard-

antenian grandirzan |
elmontradon de altva- |
loraj juveloj, objekto]
el argento kaf polurita
kristalo.

- Lawvizitanto tute ne
estas devigata aceti,

< i

bwhen shie marrled Maf,

hiad fown to a point no. far from Alex-
ardria, whem his engine suddenly went
dend, without warnins or reason. and
he was sent plunging to the water, He
maintained his nerve, however, and by
skillful eperation of his hydro, dropped,
but was left hopelessly drifting around the
water. 1o was rescued by an unidenti-
fied woman in a small launch, who re-
fused to give her name, and towed back
to War College Point. e was operat-
ing 1 double.control Curilys at the time.
ITee had also previcusly nade a success-
ful flight.
Lieut. Arnold Makes Three Trips.

Triree Mghts were made by Lleut. Ar-
nold yesterday In the new thpe € \Wright,
which has six eylinders and s of 5 horse-
power, Tt is equipped witk¥3lurgess pon-
toons. Lieut. Arnold carricia 4 passenges-
on each flight. The first trip waa made {
with Capt. Willlama, of the medical corps,
as passenger. It lasted about fiffeen min- |
utes,  On hly second flight Lisut, Arnold |
took as passenger Private Willlamn Bhach-,
tnid, of the signal corps. This flight also
Insted about tifteen minutes,  The Hit
flight of the day was made with Scrgt,
Muarens, of the signal corps, as passenger,
They were up about twenty minutes,

At the time that Lleut. Rockwell took
Lis fotal plunge at College Park, William
Nablizke,  the  Wright  demonstiator, |

whose fhchits with the new Wricht ma-
chines which may be purchuased by the
renent, bave been delayed by the

ool the past few davs, was prepar
fug o complete the testg of the speed
soout, whivh s miet two of the otfirjal &
rviirements,. e will not tly now until
the army offlerts ave ordered to continug
the thahts, and will not coneiiade the fostg |
untt about the middle of October. Heaf
made no flights vesterday.

Sister Faints at News.
Ciocinpati, Ohlo, Sept. SSe~Licut, Lewts

CLoroekweil, whao was killed fnan aviation
irnt teday. was the @on of Mrs, (le-
Little, ot Cincinnatl. Mrs, Little,
John Little, was
th- widow of Col. Charlea tockwell,
Ticut. Rockwell's father., Col. Rockwelly
wiia  superintendent of public puildings
.and grounds in Washington during Presi+
deut Garfield's term. At the time of hig
death about ten years ago, Col. Rockwall
wie with the Iifth Unlted States cavalri
lLieut. Rockwell was the bmthem
Mrs, Herman W. Lackman, wife! of
well-known Cinclbnati lawyer. W han al
yacrived th;; nem‘ tihis | death o
elephone:, £t 0 t
T pt “ﬁl’lﬂ‘m

G
cltin




. Corpl.¥Frank . 3
-tached' to the’ signal ' corps, - W 1cK| #F
had been stationed at College | |ihard upon landing, &
Park for the past year, and - Antonio, Tex., May 10, 1911.
kL . was the expert mechanician Lieut. Thomas E. Selfridge,

e T !} |.in_charss ol th miachine il dashed to death at Rt icr o
eath. He va., : i

5 Augusta, Ga., Sept. Z.—The arrival of | | which he met his d v o Oeill Wright‘
ying with ille -

jwiew of Their Casea By Civil Courts.

-Skikebreakers Reach the City and
"Troops Patrol Streets to Preserve Or-
x _der—Saloons Closed.

*2%5 strikebreakers from New York and ) ' oy

‘E‘.the“dea‘th of Ben ¥. Baker and Robert formerly hv.ed _m Rldgew.ay, ' who had his leg broken in

; }’fhrisﬁe, the remalning two business men Pa., where his sister, who sur- the fall »

"::mdb}‘t:h:; so:d.'!erls fast 'mght, bringlr‘lg-' vx‘ve:‘s hlm, has been notified Paul Peck, Washipgton

{ e death lst t¢ three, were the princt of his death‘. He was 25 years aviator killed at Chlcago
lpal developments in the street railway . ! ¢ ?

> strike situation tonight. Large crowds of age. September 11’ 1912

thronged the downtown streets, but the | & -
aresence of the troops patrolling the cit .

had o quicting (,,,:Clt’ zn; the:’; ‘Was n’; Lient. L. C. Rockwell and Corpl. Frank S. Scott, both stationed
AUsorder. at the Army Aviation School, were plunged to their death shortly

Several conferences were held during ' s | iat) .
L . lock : ,
Tihe attrnoon by street raflway officlals before 4:30 o’clock yesterday. gftomoon at the aviation f](ﬂ.d at
and citizens In the hope of eftecting a | College Park, and two more victims were added to the long list of
settlement. but 1t was announced that| e, (. 1itieq which have already occurred in the conquest of the air.

the company holds to its position that X R N . )
ythere is nothing to compromise. While nothing definite could be learned to explain the sudden plunge

w;r];}ﬁ"ff”k"t’: fhave made known thelrlof the aero to the ground, at top speed, it is the generally aceepted
o gness . _ ) . I
Company Asked to End Strike, theory of those who witnessed the accident t%lat thg 901111'01 wire of
12 At a speclal meeting of the city councnl | one of he clevators refused to work, the machine striking the ground
13‘today a rosolution was adopted calling almost on end.

upon the company, in the nhame of the . . . . )
H4-city, to end the strike. Corpl. Scott was killed outright, his face being torn off by ona
15' It was rcported today that 600 carpen- | of the guide ropes against which he was thrown, while Lieut. Rock-
T-ters had struck in sympathy with the . . N . s
IS-street car mon. but this could not be well, who was buried with Corpl. Heott beneath the debris of the
19-verificd. ; U wreeked machine, sustained a double fracture of both legs, possible
ED Capts. FHenderson and owett and fifteen . .. . . ) .

ar more members of the national guard fracture of the skull, and l_nterPal mjuries. ITIC was I'll.bhed 'FO the ’

conmected witlh the Killing vesterday of | Walter Reed General Hospital in an automobile, and died without i

_ a ; :

=the three Lusiness men when they crossed | 1) raggined consciousness, at 6:55 o'clock, a bare two hours aftcr i

1 “dead line’ cstablished about the com-

Sany's properts, are under arrest, and | he had gayly left the ground at College Park.

#ill be court-mar.ialed to prevent the re- well was found Ising outstretched beneati
Haylew cf the affalr vy the civil courts. - Comrades See Death Flunge. one of the cru;;p!id wines,fs,h gi:u‘h?zi:;
Saloons 0:dered to Close. The terrible death plunge from an altl- | bured partly In the ground by the forcs

tude of a bare 60 feet game without warn-  of his fall.
while Lieut. Rockwell was preparing Fie was unccnseclous, but still showed
signs of 1lfe, and afier a hurried ex-
amination by Lieut. John P. Kelly, 2 sur-

A Adj Gen. Willinm J. O Bear arrived
‘BroitTe today and toolt command of the clty ing,
. etjanider martial law, asslated hy ol M. J. 1 to make a fiight for qualification as a
e samiander irst infantey i 11 view of
L qpPleary. conunander of the Virst infantry | i itary aviator, and was in fu ceon of th o N !
tem ational guard of icorgta. Col. George P. Scriven, acting chief sig- i,lmned at (;“‘}ylxril((}l?l x e s ‘c’%{ A
5 Gen. (’Liear was notified that Gov, d Capt. C. De ) cge Park, he Whs, ¢ ]
jall nal officer of the army, and Capt. & removed at once to the Walte ; o
—r@lease, of South Carolina, had ordercd t the aviatlon = - : Walter Regd Hilfoy.
w;u,he dispensaries on the Carellna stde of Forrest Chandler, head of tho 2V t pral. i TR o
inap he river closed. Gen. O'Bear also ordered school. Practically every army aviaiof Rush to Hospital Futile.:

n - Y ¢ & . . 8 e N

will county salnons In this county closad. witnessed the catastrophe. Ilacing him in a high-now
ng Armed guard: have been placed at the| At 410 Lieut. Rockwell, who had Just!ing car, which wag offered?
stpy iridges leading to the Carolina slde, and ded trom a successful fiight in the |one of the many civilluns, whn al
:tra \ descende s
ing 10 one is per stted to cruss without a | ..me machine, started on his fatal filght, | nessed the fatal accident, his brother 9

1.gnilitary pass : oral Scott as a passenger. Ris- |cers pleaded with the civillar. whag
Smee Savannah, . Sept. 3.—The Goorgla W‘Eh Corp tr. he circled around for a | B2Me no one secured In the’exuaiam .
coundussars, a cir alry troop, today was or- ing intp the aln, hed an alti- to make the highest possible; speady
ling,lered to Aug.sta on rlot duty, and left | feW minutes, and soon reached & 1| e rush with death to the hﬁiﬁlw %
ing -he city this afternoon on & speclal train, | tude of 500 feet. He then started the de-| ., qas made In 17 minutes. = ;
scent, making a long glide until about 80% T.eut. Rockwell was still unconsctous

DEMANDS PLEDGE OF TAFT. feet from the ground. when he reached the hospitul, and despite

The spced of his motor had becn re- | the most strenuous efforts of the army

A";ov. Hadley Names Conditions Under| quced, and when he reached this point he i:;i:zon: Lt(l;;-r:;ml]m dled without having
gained cons sness.
Which He Will Support Ticket. started to turn his elevating planes for | 00 L T T 0 T the dlsas
st. Louls, Mo.. Scpt. U8.—Gov, Herbert | the ascent. At the same time he increased | )0 e be made of the bodf
the speed of the aero to its highest polnt. |y, ving been received from th
The planes for some reason did not seem | of the young oflicer, who we
% p ultimatum tonlght that the only con-| to work, and in another instant the dar- :}i hlls S‘((‘i:ez:tth“l;nn;ir;t]:n llel,vi"dA”
! L8 , who E didg
# pton upon which he would support Pres. | Ing army aviator had been plunged to the ha;pbeononntiﬂ;d of ;m:l br(l x;‘?
9clnznt Taft in his fight for reelection was| ground at full speed. death énd ig oxpeeted Mtu bvl-;lm‘v
3\&: the President should Immedlately Machine Crumples Like Paper. ' : claim’}
eclare himself for presidential preference
. .pimarics and non-boss-controlled dele-| The machine, which ran {ts nose several | my . Liominent officers who WetH
’Dnntﬂl;au(mg trom Southern States £8 national | geet Into the ground, crumpled into de~ | {he accident were at a loss to (‘,XLM‘ 4
onventions. to prevent in future conven- | yptg as if it had been paper. The left|cept on the probiemutic theory, e
’ ons the charges of'fraud such as arose which was the highest in the alr, [ den plunge ecarthivard of the aero. Tho
5 v tie reecent Republican national con- machine was the old type “B” Wrigh
ention at Chleago. the first purchased hy the goverpmett,
A telegram ’?‘llﬂ“jd}‘mf-‘-' Hadley's demands and considered the safest of any at Col-
ay seut to President Taft, but no reply jege Park. The general opinion amonyg
ad peen recelved U? t')*ﬂm hour sat for| of the motor. the eofficers was that Tdent. Rockwell,
b JrinetniB atqv“‘hich‘ (‘m‘_‘ ladiev was| when the other officers on the field | Gy5 iy an expert at making false land-
p rclar his postiion. He dcl“mm‘ thaeie- | pushed to the scene and frantically pulled ' ynoc way merely making the rapil de-
re, that he would be unable to suppert | zuide the debris they found the body of!...nt and asrent of which he was 30 fona.
he BRepublicnn ticket unl:‘:ss the assere | Corporal Seott lying with his head| {1, ¢requently would dash ecarthwand
nees he deminded were fortheoming. crnshed, his face torn off, and most of | rruny an aititnde of severs! hundred (e,
his elothes ripped from his body. A min- | gaw down his engine, and, when but 16}
27.75 Indiannpolis and Ret . . ) :
;11:’ ’r-'oé. (‘)h\n I‘I, R., S"Apt, plEI't'tT]::I'm ute’s fxmnhm'ﬂon sufficed to ‘“h”‘i that ! g0t or so from the ground. would throw
i UL {'f»!‘ return ;;ntil((n-t. 8t | he had been killed outright. Iieut RocK-|on nig full speed, and rise gracefullv into
o 1al Conservation Congresa, | e——e—— e nm

Tw(®
N (!‘ Hadley, after an all-day wrangle with
he‘Republican State committee, issued

Are at Loss to Explaiu}é,
[ 5

wing,
tolded over the machine like s0 much
cardboard and covered the mangled

hodies of the two aviators and the wreck

iy $31.00 to Chicage nnd Retum, £1.25 Baltihmore and Retara,
" “Wio to Pimiico Races, | Baltimore & Ohto Rallroad, Octoper 3 to Bal{lmore and CGhio,
7 8, 30; September 2, |7, valid for return until October 15" Four | Ilvery Saturday and Sunday. Good {5 ro.
\Lrains from  Union | through traing of modern equipment leav- | turn until 9:00 a. m. train Motdia: Vit
<, very hour on the|ing Washington morning, noon, evening, | {rains both ways, iacluding the oy

a3 nizht. Ask ageats for particul\ars. Limited.
B
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FRANK S. ScoTT

Corporal Frank S. Scott, the first enlisted man
to lose his life in an air accident, was killed at

College Park, Md., Sept. 28,1912, while flying as a
passenger with 2nd Lt. Lewis G. Rockwell, who
was engaged in a course of tests for Military Avia-
tor ratings.

Corporal Scott was born in Braddock, Pa., part
of suburban Pittsburgh, on Dec. 2, 1883. Little is
known of his early life except that he became or-
phaned in 1889 after losing his parents in the
great Johnstown flood that year, and that an aunt
reared him.

In 1908, at the age of 24, he enlisted in the Field
Artillery. Discharged in 1911 with character “ex-
cellent,” he reenlisted the same year and was sub-
sequently assigned to the Signal Corps.

In July 1911, Corporal Scott was the victim of a
lengthy illness, the nature of which is not known.
Upon convalescence, he was pronounced unfit for
“mounted” duty and assigned to the Army College
Park Flying Field in Maryland, a meteorological
station of the pioneer Army Aeronautical Division.

Corporal Scott had talent for things mechanical.
He rose from the task of releasing balloons to
become chief mechanic of one of the Wright Type-B
biplanes which the Army had purchased. Appar-
ently he was keenly enthusiastic to go on the flight
that carried him to his death.

A visitor to College Park, retired Army Capt.
Bernard Rome, saw Corporal Scott a day before
the ill-fated flight. “He was in high spirits when I
spoke to him,” Captain Rome recalled. He added,
“A Lieutenant Rockwell had promised to take him
flying the following day, and Scott jokingly re-
ferred to himself as ‘ballast.” Another officer had
asked to accompany the lieutenant on the flight
but had been turned down because of excess
weight. Corporal Scott, on the other hand, had
never fully recovered from his illness, and carried
no excess poundage.

The flight started out in routine fashion on Sept.
28, 1912. Lieutenant Rockwell did a solo. The
clumsy craft banged and coughed its way into the
air, fluttering over College Park at the remarkable
speed of 40 mph. Assured that everything was in
proper working order, the lieutenant landed and
picked up Corporal Scott. The two men took off in
the open biplane; and, after reaching an altitude of
150 feet, levelled off and soared for about 10 min-
utes. Coming in for a landing, the frail craft devel-
oped trouble and nosed downward. For tragic sec-
onds, its 30-horsepower, 4-cylinder engine popped
at full power. But the biplane continued its long
dive, hurtling to earth with a crushing impact.

Nothing was left but a heap of splintered wood
and torn canvas. Corporal Scott was dead when
the running soldiers reached the scene of the
crash. Lieutenant Rockwell was rushed to
Washington's Walter Reed Hospital, but died on
the operating table. More than 300 people had
witnessed the crash.

In 1917, following the procedure of naming mili-
tary aviation fields after American airmen who
had lost their lives during the “experimental” era,

today's Scott Air Force Base was officially desig-

nated “Scott Field.”
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We are .indebted to Roger D. Launius, the Ga
Airlitt Command who submitted this sto
“the. Oftice of History, Nilitary Afrl
' _wha _wrote it. The article is ltrlﬂ
an ) liatory Office publication: An Iijued
i .= 4987, Scott AFB has a lot of mei

i Remembering
the Early Years of
Scott Air Force Base
1917-1957

Betty R. Kennedy
Office of History, Military Airlift Command

1l‘he beginnings of Scott Air Force station. Their offer was part of a
Base date to 1917 when local business larger dream--namely to make the Midwest
and civic leaders in St. Louis, Migsouri, a center for aviation. Perhaps the most
and nearby Belleville, Illinois, banded influential member among the group was
together and offered the War Department Missourian Albert Bond Lambert, whose
land to establish a military aviation father had founded a pharmaceutical
company famous for its antiseptic
‘Listerine.” Lambert was an avid and
nationally-known supporter of aviation
and later helped the city of St. Louis
establish the airport which today bears
his name. Led by Greater Belleville
Board of Trade Pregident C.P. Tomlinson
and Board Secretary Edward A. Daley, the
Illinois contingent put together an
attractive lease arrangement for a plot
of land, 8ix miles northeast of

Corporal Frank S. Scott, left, with his
friend Private First Class James S.
0’Brien at College Park, Maryland.
Scott, who was an airplane mechanic at
College Park, died in an airplane crash
along with the pilot, Second Lieutenant
Lewis G. Rockwell, on 28 September 1912.
The Signal Corps later honored both men
by naming tlying tields after them.
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