
   
  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  A I R  F O R C E  

 

COLONEL STEPHEN T. SANDERS 
Colonel Stephen T. Sanders is the Director, Air Force Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL. He is responsible for the Air 
Force’s high school citizenship training program comprised of about 125,000 
students and 1,900 instructors at approximately 880 high schools worldwide.  
Colonel Sanders directs staff initiatives and policy to implement the world’s 
largest and most comprehensive aerospace science education program. 

 
Colonel Sanders received his commission from the United States Air Force 
Academy in 1995 and has held a variety of leadership positions primarily in 
aircraft maintenance and logistics support. He has led multiple operational 
deployments in support of Operations ENDURING and IRAQI FREEDOM.  
Prior to his current position Colonel Sanders served as the Vice Commander 
of the Thomas N. Barnes Center for Enlisted Education. 

 
EDUCATION 
1995  Bachelor of Science, USAFA, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
1998  Masters in Business Administration, University of West Florida. 
1999  Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. 
2009  Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. 
2013  Air War College (non-residence) 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 
1. May 95 – May 97, Maintenance Flight OIC, 46th  Maintenance Squadron, Eglin AFB Fla. 
2. May 97 – Feb 98, Executive Officer, 46th  Operation Group, Eglin AFB Fla. 
3. Feb 98 – Aug 98, Sortie Generation Flight Commander, 39th Flight Test Squadron, Eglin AFB Fla. 
4. Aug 98 – Aug 01, Assistant Professor of Aerospace Studies, AFROTC Detachment 12, Birmingham Ala. 
5. Aug 01 – May 02, Ops Flight Commander, 60th  Logistics Support Squadron, Travis AFB Calif. 
6. May 02 – Oct 02, Assistant Maintenance Supervisor, 60th  Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Travis AFB Calif. 
7. Oct 02 – Sep 03, Sortie Generation Flight CC, 60th  Aircraft Maintenance Sq, Travis AFB Calif. 
8. Sep 03 – Jul 04, Maintenance Operations Officer, 660th  Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Travis AFB Calif. 
9. Jul 04 – Jun 06, USAF Logistics Career Broadening Program, OC-ALC, Tinker AFB Okla. 
10. Jun 06 – Jul 08, Commander, Maintenance Operation Squadron, Charleston AFB S.C. 
11. Jul 08 – Jun 09, Student, Air Command Staff College, Maxwell AFB Ala. 
12. Jun 09 – Jun 10, Maintenance Air Carrier Evaluator, HQ AMC/A3BS, Scott AFB Ill. 
13. Jun 10 – Dec 11, Deputy Chief, DOD Commercial Airlift Division, HQ AMC/A3B, Scott AFB Ill. 
14. Dec 11 – Dec 12, Commander, 802 Air Expeditionary Advisory Sq, FOB Shindand Afghanistan 
15. Dec 12 – July 14, Deputy Chief, DOD Commercial Airlift Division, HQ AMC/A3B, Scott AFB Ill. 
16. July 14 – July 16, Deputy Director of Logistics, Installations and Mission Support, Twelfth Air Force (Air Forces 
Southern), Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz. 
17. Aug 16 – Jun 17, Commander, AFROTC Detachment 12, Birmingham Ala. 
18. July 17 – Feb 18, Inspector General, Air University, Maxwell AFB Ala. 
19. Mar 18 – Aug 19, Vice Commander, Thomas N. Barnes Center for Enlisted Education, Maxwell-Gunter AFB, Ala. 
20. Aug 19 – Present, Director, Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 



MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Bronze Star Medal 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal with 2 oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Commendation Medal with 1 oak leaf cluster  
Air Force Achievement Medal with 1 oak leaf cluster 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal 

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Second Lieutenant 
First Lieutenant 
Captain 
Major 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Colonel 

(Current, May 2020) 

31 May 1995 
31 May 1997 
29 May 1999 
1 Sep 2005 
1 Aug 2010 
1 Oct 2016 
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