FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Reader,

As we approach the 250th anniversary of the nation’s birth this July, it is
with great pleasure that we announce the relaunch of the distinguished Air and
Space Power Journal (ASPJ).

The last year presented Air University Press with significant opportunities dis-
guised as challenges. The discourse surrounding the future of our publications
prompted a reevaluation of our business model, leading to a sharpened focus on
lethality and the needs of the warfighter and the broader national defense commu-
nity. As manpower reductions continue across the federal government, we bid fare-
well to esteemed colleagues who retired or pursued new endeavors. These con-
straints necessitated the consolidation of our journal lineup to maintain our
commitment to serving the warfighter and enhancing strategic and operational
lethality. Consequently, the revival of the esteemed ASPJ will effectively consoli-
date Zther and Air & Space Operations Review (ASOR), allowing for comprehen-
sive coverage of air and space power topics.

This issue begins with a four-ship formation of articles in the 21st Century
Airpower Forum. Lieutenant General (Ret) Dave Deptula leads with “The En-
during Primacy of Air Superiority in Modern Warfare,” which offers a robust
counterargument to recent discussions seeking to reframe how air superiority
is perceived by policymakers and planners. He contends that the traditional
view of air superiority remains indispensable for victory, viewing tactical in-
novations observed in recent conflicts as evidence.

Next, Dr. Peter Layton provides a more cosmopolitan perspective in “The
New Heterogeneous Air Force Model.” He argues that the production of
manned air forces is unsustainable in a major conflict and that to be resilient,
air forces must rapidly integrate unmanned systems and cost-effective tech-
nologies. Dr. Heather Venable’s “Reconceptualizing Strategic Attack” then
reexamines historical “strategic attacks,” positing that they were often more
accurately defined as operational. She proposes a revised, joint definition to
mitigate interservice tensions and improve joint operations. Concluding the
forum, Dr. William “Bill” DeMarco’s “Lords of the New Church” takes an
epistemological look at Air Force orthodoxy, arguing that the service risks
prioritizing ritual over readiness and doctrine over adaptability.

In the Modern Spacepower Forum, Dr. Ben Zweibelson’s “An Emergence of
Space, Cyberspace, and Special Operations Forces Synthesis” asserts that recent
technological advancements and their intersection with Special Operations
Forces demands a doctrinal reassessment and offers two models to guide future
development. Following that, Dr. Wendy Whitman Cobb’s “The Many Restraints
of Commercial Space” explores how the integration of commercial space systems
into state power can create disincentives for aggression, potentially acting as a
stabilizing force.

6 VOL. 36, NO. 1, 2026



From the Editor

The issue concludes with the Deterrence in a Multipolar Era Forum. Dr. Adam
Lowther and Dr. Stephen Cimbala’s “Nuclear Strategic Parity in a Tripolar
World” examines the challenges presented by the tripolar nuclear system of
Russia, China, and the United States, proposing that the United States pursue a
dynamic strategy of nuclear parity. Finally, Dr. James Waltz and Dr. Jeffrey
Larsen’s “Back to the Future” asserts that the revival of US conventional-nuclear
integration will strengthen deterrence, emphasizing that both proponent and
critic perspectives are crucial in the modern security environment.

These articles represent the scope of topics we will continue to address as we
sunset Zther and ASOR. On behalf of the Air University Press team, we hope you
will join us in celebrating the revival of ASPJ and enjoy this “inaugural” issue.

~The Editor
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