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Thoughts from the Chairman
What China Wants

People ask “What are China's long-term goals? What does it mean to return to the center
of the world stage? What does China want when it says it wants to be a great power?” The answer
is simple China wants the same place in the world as the United States currently occupies. The the
achievement of the China dreams means that China will be able to decide its own destiny. In the
current day if the United States has to go to war, it would like to do so with support from the United
Nations. As we saw in the Gulf Wars against Iraq. When the U.S. went to the UN and asked the
member countries to sanction military action first to expel Iraq from Kuwait in 1991, and then later
against Saddam Hussein's regime. Short of being able to get a United Nations mandate, the U.S.
will then go to its NATO allies and seek their support. As we saw this doesn't always work, as was
the case when Turkey, a NATO ally, refused permission to attack Iraq from Turkish soil. If the U.S.
can’t get the full support of NATO, they will try to build a “coalition of the willing”. They will go
to other allies and partners, and ask other countries around the world to support their military
efforts. While at times this is successful, it is not always reliable, and the partners change from
time to time. And finally, at the end of the day, if the United States thinks thanks that the stakes are
high enough or the interests are great enough the United States will fight a war on its own, because
there is no one on the face of the earth who could stand the might of the United States military,
until now.

This is China's goal. China wants to work within the international system. China wants to
have friends and partners around the world. China wants to not have to use its military to achieve
its goals and aims. But it stands ready to do so. China simply wants other nations to consider
China's interests first before they adopt policies, take actions, or start wars. China wants that same
leading role the U.S. has played for three decades. China wants countries ¢ across the globe to
think, “What would China think about this?” If the answer is China doesn't care or there's
negligible impact, countries can go about their business as they see fit. But when it would impact
the interests of the Chinese people, the Communist Party wants countries and people around the
world to consider first China and China's interests. This is the heart of the great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation, to return China to its rightful place at the center of the world stage. China wants
nothing more and certainly nothing less than what the United states has had in the unipolar moment

The “Thoughts from the Chairman” series are not necessarily factual, but meant to be thought provoking, providing
one possible viewpoint or idea, from that of a Chinese leader. To reiterate, this article is nothing more than
informed musings. It is intended to provoke thought and discussion. Nothing more. Opinions, conclusions, and
recommendations expressed or implied within are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Air University, the Department of the Air Force, the Department of Defense, or any other U.S.
government agency. Cleared for public release: distribution unlimited.
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