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RETURN TO MAXWELL
Since 1947, Air University has fostered global
partnerships by hosting International Military Students, ALUMNI THOUGHTS
resulting in a prestigious network of over 13,000
alumni across 140+ countries. ROTARY INTERNATIONAL NIGHT

INTERNATIONAL HONOR ROLL
OPEN THE ARCHIVES
AIRPOWER AROUND THE GLOBE

GLOBALLY ALLIGNED;
REGIONALLY FOCUSED

Share Your Story in Our Newsletter
Celebrating 75+ years of partnership, your stories are the heartbeat of SAVE THE DATE
AU's global mission. We invite you to share your professional
milestones, national achievements, or photos of you and your aircraft. RECOMMENDED READING
Submit your stories and photos to:
tl. AlumniEngagements@us.af.mil ALUMNI ON THE MOVE

@

Publish in Air University Press
We are looking for high-quality submissions from our alumni across the
globe. View requirements and submit your work today:

For bo y omi
AU International Affairs Homepage
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RETURN TO MAXWELL:
A LEGACY REUNION FOR THE KHAN FAMILY

On a crisp, wintry Alabama day this past January, Bangladesh Group Captain
(Ret.) Dr. Mohammad Zahidul Islam Khan (ACSC '02) returned to Maxwell AFB
for the first time in over two decades. Accompanied by his wife, Mrs. Farida
Yasmin, and their children, Zareen and Farhan, the visit was a journey back to
where their international journey began.

‘
The family reunited with their original sponsor family \\\‘ Z
and retraced their steps through Montgomery and the
halls of Air University.

The Khan family visited several landmark locations,
including the Base Exchange, the Air Park, and the
iconic "Prop and Wings" outside AU Headquarters.

The visit served as a powerful reminder of the enduring
personal and professional connections formed during
their time in Alabama.




RETURN TO MAXWELL:
A LEGACY REUNION FOR THE KHAN FAMILY

Bangladesh Group Captain (Ret.) Dr. Mohammad Zahidul Islam Khan

-

The visit was filled with nostalgla ES
the Khan children recalled fond
memories of base sports, festive
Christmas parties, and the thrill of
Maxwell's famous "haunted houses."
The highlight of the family tour was a
moment of pure joy at the International
Officer School (I0S), where the
children "laughed hysterically" upon
discovering  their father's 2002
yearbook photo below.

ACSC 2002

At ACSC, Dr. Khan navigated familiar
hallways to visit Seminar 20, where he
regaled students with wit and wisdom.
He encouraged the class to immerse
themselves in their studies but

emphasized that the "fellowship and
friendship" found within those walls
form the essential foundation for a
lifetime of international cooperation.

INTERNATIO
OFFICER




ALUMNI THOUGHTS

Strengthening Partnerships in the Indo-Pacific

Li Colonel iano de V (ACSC 2025) of the Timor-Leste Defense
Force recently represented the Air Component at the Air & Space Power Conference 2026 in
Canberra, Australia. The event served as a significant reunion for Air University alumni,
facilitating high-level engagement between regional partners. During the conference, Lt Col de
Vasconcelos met with General Kevin B. i (PACAF C ; SOS 1997, ACSC
2000) and Air Marshal Vasu Bandu Edirisinghe (Commander of the Sri Lanka Air Force;
ACSC 2010), a recent inductee into the International Honor Roll (IHR).

et el N

Lt Col Vasconcelso (ACSC 2025) reunites
with fellow AU Alum, Maj Tomoya
Togasaki (ACSC 2025), of the Japan Air
Self-Defense Force (JASDF)

Time to talk with others

USAF  General Kevin B.
Schneider (SOS 1997 & ACSC
2000) meets with Lt Col
Vasconcelos (ACSC 2025) Air Marshal Vasu Bandu
Edirisinghe (ACSC 2010) meets
with Lt Col Vasconcelos (ACSC

2025)

us amsores




Three Decades of Welcome
The Montgomery Rotary Club continues its
30-year legacy of supporting the AU
mission by hosting a reception for our
International Military Students. These
events ensure our students and their
families feel at home while developing the
partnerships that secure our global future.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL NIGHT
PASSPORT TO FRIENDSHIP

In the Spirit of Partnership
"On behalf of the Montgomery Rotary Club,
thank you to Air University’s leadership, faculty
and staff for the work you do every day. And to

our international guests and their families: thank
you for your service, your sacrifice, and your
trust in sharing this year with us.
We are honored to walk alongside you—and we
are grateful for the bonds that bring us together
in the spirit of Service Above Self."

— Remarks delivered 03 February 2026




INTERNATIONAL HONOR ROLL

International Honor Roll CLASS OF 2026
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INTERNATIONAL HONOR ROLL

International Honor Roll CLASS OF 2026

\
A
POLAND POLAND QATAR ROMANIA
Brigadicr General Major Gener: Major General Lieutenant General
‘Tomasz JATCZAK Ireneusz NOWAK Zayed Ahmed Zayed AL-KUWART Leonard-Gabriel BARABOT
AWC 2018 AWC 2017 ACSC 2004 ACSC 2011 & AWC 2017
SENEGAL SEVCHELLES SINGAPORE SLOVAKIA
Brigadier General Licutenant Colonel Major Genera Brigadier General
El Hadji NIANG Rodney Kitson ZARINE Kelvin FAN Sui Siong Adolf DAUBNER
ACSC 2005 | 5052016 & ACSC 2023 ACSC 2010 | ACSC 2014 & AWC 2023

o
ZAMBIA

SRILANKA SWITZERLAND
Air Marshal Chief Warrant Officer Warrant Officer
Vasu Bandu EDIRISINGHE Romano BERTI Festus MWELWA
L _ACSC 201 SNCOA 2022 'SNCOA 2019




INTERNATIONAL HONOR ROLL

(photos taken on 09 and 10 April 2026)
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The International Honor Roll (IHR) | '
recognizes international  Professional & |
Military Education graduates of Air E - i
University ~ who  have  achieved e - " |
distinguished positions of leadership = 4y 3

within their respective nations.

These individuals have attained the rank
of Air Chief, Chief Master Sergeant of the
Air Force, and equivalent or higher in 7 A
either a military or civilian capacity. L

To date we have inducted 600 members
of the IHR from 106 nations. ate Partnership Program: A d




INTERNATIONAL HONOR ROLL

(photos taken on 09 and 10 April 2026)
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INTERNATIONAL HONOR ROLL

(photos taken on 09 and 10 April 2026)

The International Honor Roll Wall in Kisling Hall at Senior NCO Academy,
proudly honors 15 distinguished enlisted members

Alabama Governor Kay Ivey welcomed the IHR Class of 2026, along with the Chief of Staff of the Air
Force, General Kenneth S. Wilsbach, Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force David R. Wolfe, Air
University Commander & President, Lieutenant General Daniel H. Tulley, and AU Command Chief
Master Sergeant Raun M. Howell and The Adjutant General, Major General David K. Pritchett




OPEN THE ARCHIVES

Celebrating Our Evolution

The International Officer School (I0S) continues a proud legacy at
Maxwell AFB, with roots in earlier programs like the Allied Officer
Familiarization Course (AOFC). This vintage image reflects
decades of dedication to preparing our global partners for success
within the Air University community.

RS ARE GRADUATES OF THE ALLIED CEE(
TED BY THE ALR UNIVERSITY A
OFFIGERS FROM THEOUGHOUT THE FAEE WORLE
WHO COME TO AIR UNIVERSITY EACH YEAR TO ATTEND USAF PROFESSIONA
MILITARY EDUCATION SCHOOLS.




OPEN THE ARCHIVES

Argentine Delegation visits ACSC in 2003

PTG
Biis )]

Mexican Delegation visits Air University in 2003



OPEN THE ARCHIVES

Uruguayan Delegation VISItS ACSC in 2003

: £ja

Unknown Delegation visits Air University, year also unknown




OPEN THE ARCHIVES

International Wive’s Club, year unknown

o

International Wives Club, as it was called then, circa 1980s




AIRPOWER AROUND THE GLOBE

BULGARIAN AIR FORCE . \
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AIRPOWER AROUND THE GLOBE
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GLOBALLY ALIGNED; REGIONALLY FOCUSED

BLUF: The United States projects influence, builds partner capacity, and
maintains global stability through a highly integrated network of diplomatic
and military organizations. The State Department sets the political and
foreign policy agenda, while Geographic Combatant Commands (GCCs)
execute military operations and regional security strategies. The Defense
Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA), the State Partnership Program (SPP),
and DoD Regional Centers act as the critical connective tissue, synchronizing
funding, tactical partnerships, and strategic education across these regions.

The State Department (DOS): Diplomatic & Political Lead
The State Department is the lead agency for the formulation and execution of US foreign
policy.

« Regional Organization: DOS is organized into regionally focused bureaus (e.g., Bureau
of African Affairs, Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs) that manage bilateral and
multilateral relations.

Interaction: Politically, DOS interacts through embassies and consulates. The US
Ambassador (Chief of Mission) leads the "Country Team" and holds authority over all US
executive branch personnel in the host country, except for military personnel assigned to
a GCC commander. For military aid, the DOS Bureau of Political-Military Affairs ensures
that defense initiatives align with broader bilateral and regional foreign policy goals and
concurs on capacity-building projects.




GLOBALLY ALIGNED; REGIONALLY FOCUSED

graphic C Ci (GCCs): Military & Operational Lead
The Department of Defense (DoD) divides the globe into specific Areas of Responsibility (AORs)
managed by Geographic Combatant Commands.

« Regional Organization: The six GCCs are USNORTHCOM (North America),
USSOUTHCOM (Latin America/Caribbean), USEUCOM (Europe/Eurasia), USAFRICOM
(Africa), USCENTCOM (Middle East/Central Asia), and USINDOPACOM (Indo-Pacific).
Interaction: Militarily, GCCs develop Theater Security Cooperation Plans and are
responsible for the multi-year planning of joint exercises, military engagements, and
capacity-building projects for the countries in their theater.

They coordinate directly with partner nations' militaries to deter threats and ensure regional
stability.

Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA): The Synchronizer
DSCA manages and executes global security cooperation programs, acting as the bridge
between DoD, DOS, and the GCCs.

« Regional Organization: DSCA oversees Security Cooperation Organizations (SCOs)
embedded within US embassies worldwide, placing logistics and management experts
directly in the region.

Interaction: DSCA directs programs like Foreign Military Sales (FMS), Foreign Military
Financing (FMF), and International Military Education and Training (IMET).

When a GCC plans a Train-and-Equip mission, DSCA oversees the logistics, financial
management, and program execution, while ensuring the DOS concurs with the political
implications.




GLOBALLY ALIGNED; REGIONALLY FOCUSED

State Partnership Program (SPP): State-Level Strategic Bridges
Administered by the National Guard Bureau, the SPP pairs specific US state National Guards
with partner nations' defense ministries and security forces.

« Regional Organization: The SPP maintains over 100 partnerships globally.
For example, the lllinois National Guard partners with Portugal, and the Oregon National
Guard partners with Vietnam.
« Interaction: SPP conducts military-to-military and civil-military engagements, such as
disaster response training, cyber defense collaboration, and co-deployments.
These activities are guided by DOS foreign policy goals and executed to support the
overarching security objectives of the regional GCC and the US Chief of Mission.

STATE FAdiN“EhSﬁ! prochan &
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DoD Regional Centers for Security Studies: Academic
& Inter-Ministerial Engagement

Authorized under Title 10, these centers are executive-level academic institutions managed by
DSCA.

« Regional Organization: There are six centers tailored to specific geographies:
George C. Marshall Center: Europe
Daniel K. Inouye Center: Asia-Pacific
William J. Perry Center: Western Hemisphere / Americas
Africa Center for Strategic Studies: Africa
Near East-South Asia (NESA) Center: Middle East and South Asia
Ted Stevens Center: Arctic
Interaction: Politically and militarily, they serve as international venues for bilateral and
multilateral research, communication, and executive education.

They target a senior-level audience (O-5/GS-14 equivalent and above), including
parliamentarians and officials from ministries of defense, foreign affairs, and justice, to
promote shared responses to transnational threats.

o

o
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GLOBALLY ALIGNED; REGIONALLY FOCUSED

The US How They Interact: A Unified Regional Approach

Organization Primary Role Political vs. Military ~ Key Inter-Agency Interaction

State Dept (DOS) ~ Foreign Policy & Diplomacy Political Concurs on DoD security assistance;
leads Embassy Country Teams.

GCCs Theater Security & Operations ~ Military Plans regional military strategy;
coordinates with DOS for country access.

DSCA Security Cooperation Execution  Military & Political  Synchronizes funding and program logistics
between OSW, DOS, and GCCs

SPP Long-term tacticallstrategic partnerships  Military & Civil Matches US States to foreign nations;
operations approved by GCCs and DOS.

Regional Centers ~Strategic Education & Networking Miltary & Political Fosters inter-ministerial alliances;
supports GCC regional strategies.

These entities form a cohesive ecosystem. For example, if a partner nation
requires counter-terrorism capability, the DOS approves the political relationship,
the regional GCC determines the military requirements, DSCA funds and
procures the equipment, the SPP may provide the National Guard trainers to
conduct the hands-on instruction, and the Regional Centers will engage the
nation's senior civilian and military leaders in strategic dialogue to ensure long-
term stability.



SAVE THE DATE

Become a Guest Speaker
Share your wisdom and inspire the next generation of
global airpower leaders. Contact:
AU.Intl. AlumniEngagements@us.af.mil

AIR UNIVERSITY GRADUATIONS

Air War College Air Command and
AWC AY27 on 20 May 2027 Staff College
ACSC AY27 on 27 May 2027

Squadron Officer School Senior Non Commissioned

SOS 27A on 18 Dec 2026 Officer Academy
SOS 27D on 27 May 2027 26G on 29 Sep 2026

SOS 27F on 17 Sep 2027 27A0n 19 Nov 2026

27B on 11 Fev 2027
27C on 31 Mar 2027

School of Advanced Air

and Space Studies 27D on 26 May 2027
SAASS on 3 June 2027 27G on 24 Sep 2027




RECOMMENDED READING

Innovative Airpower has been the deciding factor in power projection for over a century.
Let’s continue to learn from our Past and Prepare for our Future as Allies and Partners!

Air and Space Power Journal
The Enduring Primacy of Air Superiority in Modern Warfare
David A. Deptula

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/ASPJ/

Air and Space Power Journal
An Emergence of Space, Cyberspace, and Special Operations Forces Synthesis

Innovating through Cunning Domain Disruption
Ben Zweibelson

https://iwww.airuniversity.af.edu/ASPJ/

Air and Space Power Journal

Back to the Future Conventional- Nuclear Integration and Regional Deterrence
James J. Wirtz and Jeffrey A. Larsen

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/ASPJ/

Strategic Horizons
A Vacuum of Strategy America’s African Retreat and the New Great- Power Contest
Dr. Ernest Gunasekara- Rockwell

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/Strategic-Horizons/Journals/Volume-
2_lssu Strategic-Horizons_Vol-2_No-1.pdf

AU Press Wright Flyer Papers
Learning from the Best: Dispersed Basing Operations of the Finnish and Swedish Air Forces
Major Robert M. Moxley, USAF

lay/Article/4464537/learning-from-the-best-
-swedish-a/

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/AUPress/|
dispersed-basing-operations-of-the-finnish-an

For a complete view of what is available through YOUR Air University,
please visit AU Press at: https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/AUPress/


https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/ASPJ/

ALUMNI ON THE MOVE

Brigadier General Khaled ALABBADI (AWC 2025)
recently promoted in the Royal Jordanian Air Force.

Brigadier General Walter PAZ Lopez (ACSC 2012)

is the Commanding General of the Honduran Air Force.

Brigadier General Pavel KOZLEJ (AWC 2025) is
the newest General in the Slovak Air Force.

Major General Carlos Fernando SILVA Rueda
(AWC 2015) is the Commander of the Colombian
Aerospace Force.
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Contact us:

AU.Intl. AlumniEngagements@us.af.mil

Useful Links

Air University
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu

AU Contacts
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/
Contact-Us/

10S Contacts
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/l
os/

Enlisted PME Contacts
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/
Barnes/

Enlisted Heritage
Research Institute

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/
Barnes/AFEHRI/

AU Library
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/
Library/

International Family

Support Organization (IFSO)

Please let us know of your promotions and
new assignments!

https://www.internationalfamily



https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/%20Contact-Us/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/%20Contact-Us/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/IOS
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/IOS
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/%20Barnes/AFEHRI/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/%20Barnes/AFEHRI/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/%20Library/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/%20Library/
https://www.internationalfamilysupport.org/our-%20programs
https://www.internationalfamilysupport.org/our-%20programs
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