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U N I T E D  S T A T E S  A I R  F O R C E 

 
LT COL MARK D. JACOBSEN 
 
Lt Col Mark D. Jacobsen is a Professor of Strategy and Security 
Studies and the Director of Staff at the School of Advanced Air and 
Space Studies (SAASS), Maxwell AFB, AL.  
 
Lt Col Jacobsen received his commission in 2002 from the United 
States Air Force Academy, with a BS in Astronautical Engineering. 
He served as an Olmsted scholar in Amman, Jordan, where he 
obtained a Master of Arts in Conflict Resolution. He also holds a 
Master of Arts in International Relations and a Master of Philosophy 
in Military Strategy. In 2018 he earned his Doctor of Philosophy in 
Political Science from Stanford University. His research focused on 
fragmentation and cohesion among armed groups in civil wars. 
 
Lt Col Mark Jacobsen is C-17 Instructor Pilot and Arabic-speaking 
Middle East Regional Affairs Specialist. He is also a defense 
intrapreneur, who has used his unusual career to promote new 
ideas and develop new capabilities for the Air Force. In 2013 
cofounded the Defense Entrepreneurs Forum (DEF), a 501(c)3 
organization committed to promoting innovative thinking within the 
Department of Defense. He later founded and led a 501(c)3 
nonprofit called Uplift Aeronautics, aimed at using drones to deliver 
humanitarian supplies inside conflict zones. From 2017-2020 Lt Col 
Jacobsen worked at the Defense Innovation Unit (DIU) in Silicon Valley, where he founded and led a drone 
software development team called Rogue Squadron.      
 
EDUCATION 
2002 Bachelor of Science, Astronautical Engineering, U.S. Air Force Academy, CO 
2005 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, AL 
2008 Master of Arts, International Relations, Troy State University, AL 
2011 Master of Arts, Conflict Resolution, The University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan 
2014 Master of Philosophy, Military Strategy, School of Advanced Air & Space Studies, AL 
2018 Doctor of Philosophy, Political Science, Stanford University, CA 
  
ASSIGNMENTS 
1. May 2002 – Oct 2003, Student Pilot, 3 FTS, Moody AFB, GA 
2. Oct 2003 – Feb 2004, Student Pilot, 48 FTS, Columbus AFB, MS 
3. Feb 2004 – May 2008, Wing Safety Officer, C-17 IP, 10 AS, McChord AFB, WA 
4. May 2008 – Apr 2009, Student, Arabic Basic Course, Presidio of Monterey, CA 
5. Apr 2009 – Nov 2011, Olmsted Scholar, Amman, Jordan 
6. Nov 2011 – Jun 2013, Assistant Director of Operations, 21 AS, Travis AFB, CA 
7. Jun 2013 – May 2014, Student, School of Advanced Air & Space Studies, Maxwell AFB, AL 
8. May 2014 – Nov 2017, Political Science PhD Candidate, Stanford University 
9. Nov 2017 – Jul 2020, Program Director, Defense Innovation Unit, Mountain View, CA 
10. Jul 2020 – Present, Professor of Strategy & Security Studies, School of Advanced Air & Space Studies, Maxwell 

AFB, AL 
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FLIGHT INFORMATION 
Rating:  Senior pilot 
Flight hours:  3562, including 1200 combat hours in Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI FREEDOM 
Aircraft flown: T-6A, T-1A, C-17A 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
Air Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
Aerial Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Second Lieutenant, May 2002  
First Lieutenant, May 2004  
Captain, May 2007 
Major, May 2012 
Lieutenant Colonel, Dec 2016 
 
(Current as of December 2020) 


