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LIEUTENANT COLONEL PAUL A. “TORO” TAGGART

Lt Col Paul A. Taggart is the Commander, 32d Student
Squadron, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. He commands a
selectively manned squadron of instructors and students as
part of Squadron Officer School. The 32d Student Squadron
“Centurions” are responsible for leading, educating, and
developing over 650 mission-ready, joint-minded company
grade officers, international officers and Department of
Defense civilians annually.

Originally from Mountain Home, Idaho, Lt Col Taggart earned
his commission from the United States Air Force Academy in
2007. In 2009, following Joint Specialized Undergraduate Pilot
Training, Lt Col Taggart attended C-130E/H initial qualification
training and was assigned to the 61st Airlift Squadron, Little
Rock AFB, AR. In 2013, Lt Col Taggart was reassigned to
Ramstein AB Germany where he became a C-21A instructor
pilot before being selected for the AMC Phoenix Torch staff
broadening program and airframe crossflow to the KC-135R/T
at Scott AFB, IL. He was then selected to command Cadet
Squadron Twenty-Six at the US Air Force Academy, CO and to
train cadets in the T-53. At the completion of that
assignment, he was selected as the Director of Operations for

the 71st Operations Support Squadron and a T-6A Instructor
Pilot at Vance AFB, OK.

Lt Col Taggart is a Command Pilot with more than 1,800 flight hours including 350 combat hours in Operations New Dawn,
Inherent Resolve, Freedom’s Sentinel and Renewal of Hope. He is married to his wife Anne, and they have two children, Booker
and Malcolm. Prior to this assignment Lt Col Taggart served as the Director, Wing Command Team Course at the Commanders’
Professional Development School, Eaker Center preparing matched, Air Force Command Team candidates for senior-level
command.

EDUCATION

2007 Bachelor of Science in Foreign Area Studies, United States Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, CO.

2007 Air and Space Basic Course, Maxwell AFB, AL.

2012 Master of Arts in Diplomacy, Norwich University, Norwich, VT.

2012 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, AL.

2018 Air Command and Staff College, by correspondence

2019 Master of Arts, Counseling and Leadership, University of Colorado-Colorado Springs, Colorado Springs, CO.
2021 Air War College, by correspondence

ASSIGNMENTS OR CAREER CHRONOLOGY

1. May 2007 — February 2008, Squadron Adjutant, 391st Fighter Squadron, Mountain Home AFB, ID.

2. February 2008 — April 2009, Student, Joint Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training, Whiting Field NAS, FL.
3. April 2009 — October 2009, Student, Advanced Undergraduate Pilot Training, NAS Corpus Christi, TX.

4. October 2009 — May 2010, Student, C-130E/H Pilot Initial Qualification Course, Little Rock AFB, AR.
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5. May 2010 — April 2013, C-130E/H Aircraft Commander, Tactics Officer, Assistant Chief of Flight Training, Officer Scheduler, and
Wing Executive Officer, 19th Airlift Wing/61st Airlift Squadron, Little Rock AFB, AR.

6. April 2013 — July 2015, C-21A Instructor Pilot, Flight Commander, Wing Plans and Programs Officer, Wing Executive Officer,
86th Airlift Wing/76th Airlift Squadron, Ramstein AB, Germany.

7. July 2015 — August 2016, Deputy Branch Chief, Aircrew Training Program Inspections, Headquarters Air Mobility Command,
Scott AFB, IL.

8. August 2016 — September 2017 — Deputy Division Chief, Current Operations, 18th Air Force, Scott AFB, IL

9. September 2017 — May 2018 — Director of Staff, Assistant Director of Operations and KC-135R/T Aircraft Commander, 906th
Air Refueling Squadron, Scott AFB, IL.

10. May 2018 — May 2019, student, Air Officer Commanding master’s degree program, University of Colorado-Colorado Springs,
Colorado Springs, CO.

11. May 2019 — May 2021, Commander and T-53 Instructor Pilot, Cadet Squadron Twenty-Six, United States Air Force Academy,
Colorado Springs, CO.

12. May 2021 - February 2022 — Student, T-6A Pilot Instructor Training, Randolph AFB, TX.

13. February 2022 — July 2024 — Director of Operations and T-6A Instructor Pilot, 71st Operations Support Squadron, Vance AFB,
OK.

14. July 2024 — June 2025 - Director, Wing Command Team Course, Eaker Center, Maxwell AFB, AL.

15. June 2025 — Present — Commander, 32d Student Squadron, Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, AL.

FLIGHT INFORMATION

Rating: Command Pilot

Flight hours: 1,800

Combat hours: 350

Aircraft Flown: T-34C, TC-12B, C-130E/H, C-21A, KC-135R/T, T-53, T-6A

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters
Air Medal with oak leaf cluster

Aerial Achievement Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal

Combat Readiness Medal with oak leaf cluster

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION
Second Lieutenant May 2007

First Lieutenant May 2009

Captain May 2011

Major March 2017

Lieutenant Colonel December 2021

(Current as of Jun 2025)




