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LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAMES N. SLEAR 

Lieutenant Colonel James N. Slear is the Dean at 
Squadron Officer School, where he oversees the 
development and delivery of professional military 
education curriculum for more than 4000 students 
annually. In addition he is responsible for the training 
and professional development of more than 80 faculty 
and staff. 

A 2001 graduate of Virginia Tech, Lieutenant Colonel 
Slear was selected for the Airmen’s Education and 
Commissioning Program and commissioned through 
Officer Training School at Maxwell AFB, AL. His career 
experience includes research and development of 
avionics and space surveillance systems; cyber tactics 
development, assessment, and Joint exercise 
integration; program management of medical and civil 
engineering systems; and wing-level staff experience. He 
is a 2016 graduate of Air Command and Staff College 
and completed Air War College by correspondence in 
2018. Just prior to his current assignment, he attended 
Auburn University, where he completed his PhD in 
Educational Leadership 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2001 Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va 
 
2006 Master of Science in Computer Engineering, Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson AFB, 
Ohio 
 
2016 Master of Military Operational Art and Science, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala 
 
2020 Doctor of Philosophy in Educational Leadership, Auburn University, Auburn, Ala 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
1.  August 1990 – February 1993, Weather Observer, 62d Operational Support Squadron, McChord AFB, 
Wash. 
 
2.  February 1993 – March 1995, Senior Weather Observer, 5th Weather Squadron, Yongsan AIN, Seoul, 
Republic of Korea 



 
3.  March 1995 – December 1995, Student, Weather Forecasting School, 81st Training Group, Keesler 
AFB, Miss. 
 
4.  December 1995 – June 1997, Theater Weather Forecaster, Air Force Global Weather Center, Offutt 
AFB, Neb. 
 
5.  June 1997 – December 1998, Software Project Manager, Air Force Weather Agency, Offutt AFB, Neb. 
 
6.  January 1999 – December 2001, Student, Airmen’s Education and Commissioning Program, Virginia 
Tech, Blacksburg, Va. 
 
7.  April 2002 – July 2004, Avionics Systems Integration Engineer, Air Force Research Laboratory, Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio 
 
8.  July 2004 – June 2006, Master’s Student, Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 
 
9.  June 2006 – June 2009, Flight Commander, 23d Information Operations Squadron, Lackland AFB, 
Texas 
 
10.  June 2009 – July 2010, Director, Commander’s Action Group, 688thInformation Operations Wing, 
Lackland AFB, Texas 
 
11.  July 2010 – April 2013, Chief, Research Section, Detachment 15, Air Force Research Laboratory, Maui 
Island, Hawaii 
 
12.  April 2013 – May 2014, Assistant Ops Director, 29th Student Squadron, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
 
13.  May 2014 – July 2015, Program Manager, Academic Affairs, Squadron Officer College, Maxwell AFB, 
Ala. 
 
14.  July 2015 – June 2016 Student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
 
15.  June 2016 – August 2017, Chief, Civil Engineering Systems, Air Force Lifecycle Management Center, 
Maxwell AFB Gunter Annex, Ala. 
 
16.  August 2017 – August 2020, PhD Student, Air Force Institute of Technology Civilian Programs, Auburn 
University, Ala. 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
 
Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters 
 
Army Commendation Medal 
 
Air Force Commendation Medal 
 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
 
Airman, September 20, 1990 
Airman First Class, July 20, 1992 
Senior Airman, March 20, 1993 
Staff Sergeant, August 1, 1995 
Second Lieutenant, April 5, 2002 
First Lieutenant, April 5, 2004 



Captain, April 5, 2006 
Major, February 1, 2012 
Lieutenant Colonel, January 1, 2017 
(Current as of December 2020) 

 

 

      


